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Father David McEvoy, O.Carm., pastor of Immaculate Conception- 
St. Joseph Parish in Leavenworth, delivers the opening remarks 
on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the Carmelites’ ar-
rival in Leavenworth.

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann greets, counterclockwise from 
his right, Prior General Father Fernando Millan from Rome, and 
Brother Guenter Benker and Father Tobias Kraus from Germany, 
as Father McEvoy looks on.

LEAVENWORTH 
— What better way 
was there to cele-
brate a 150th anni-
versary than with a 

little horsing around?
We’re not speaking meta-

phorically. Real horses were 
involved — and a stagecoach.

Carmelites from across 
America and overseas, and 
well-wishers too, gathered on 
Oct. 23 in Riverfront Park in 

Leavenworth for the open-
ing celebration of the order’s 
North American founding.

The celebration — from 
Oct. 22 to 25 — featured lit-
urgies, keynote presentations 
and special events.

The opening included a re-
enactment of the 1864 stage-
coach ride to Immaculate 
Conception Church (the Old 
Cathedral site) by the found-
ing German Carmelites: Fa-

ther Cyril Knoll and Father 
Xavier Huber.

The modern stand-ins 
were Carmelite Prior Gen-
eral Father Fernando Mil-

lan from Rome, Prior Provin-
cial Father William J. Harry 
from Chicago, and Carmelite 
Brother Guenter Benker and 
Father Tobias Kraus from Ger-
many.

The red and yellow stage-
coach, drawn by matching 
black horses, traveled north 
up the Esplanade, then west 
on Kiowa Street, and finally to 
Fifth Street, pulling up in front 
of Immaculate Conception 
Church.

The stagecoach was fol-
lowed by a procession of Car-

melites carrying 
American, Ger-
man and papal 
flags. The re-
mainder of the 

procession in-

cluded Third Order Carmel-
ites, local Catholics, a trolley 
and private vehicles. 

Just as Bishop John Miege 
met the two pioneering Car-
melites, Archbishop Joseph F. 
Naumann was waiting for the 
visitors in front of Immaculate 
Conception Church.

When the two German Car-
melites first arrived in 1864, 
they mistook Bishop Miege 
for a workman, because they 

found the hearty prelate 
chopping firewood.  It 
was a quick education 
in the ways of the Amer-
ican frontier: In Europe, 
bishops did not have to 
produce their own fire-
wood.

In opening ceremo-
nies at the park before 

the stagecoach ride, pastor of 
Immaculate Conception-St. 
Joseph Parish Father David 
McEvoy, O.Carm., greeted 
the sesquicentennial partic-
ipants. Leavenworth Mayor 
Mark Preisinger read a proc-
lamation, and Father William 
blessed a commemorative 
marker.

Following the stagecoach 
ride, there was an opening 
Mass at Immaculate Con-
ception Church, at which 

‘Sacred remembrance’
Carmelites celebrate frontier heritage

>> See “Flurry” on page 4

Xavier students cheer the arrival of the stagecoach at 
Immaculate Conception Church. From right to left are 
fourth-graders Leona Sanford, Olivia Timmons, Morgan Var-
ney and John Dang.
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Robin and Rick Dunn 
of Dunn’s Landing in 
Wellsville lead the 
stagecoach full of 
Carmelite dignitar-
ies from Riverfront 
Park to Immaculate 
Conception Church 
in Leavenworth.



The Marian 
pilgrimage 
organized by 

the Catholic Foun-
dation of Northeast 
Kansas was an
extraordinary experience. 
We covered a lot of ground 
in 10 days, visiting four 
countries (Portugal, Spain, 
France and Italy).

We began our pilgrimage 
on Oct. 7, the feast of Our 
Lady of the Rosary. Our 
group was so large (90 
pilgrims) that we were on 
two different flights. The 
group that I accompanied 
had our connecting flight 
through Detroit. During 
our layover, we prayed the 
rosary together in the busy 
Detroit airport, entrusting 
our entire pilgrimage to the 
care of the Blessed Mother 
and asking her to draw each 
of us closer to her Son. 

We first went to Fatima. 
Mike Scherschligt, the 
founder and director of 
Holy Family School of Faith, 
help to lead the pilgrimage. 
His doctoral studies were 
in Mariology, the role of 
Mary in God’s plan of 
salvation. He shared with us 
throughout the pilgrimage 
insights on the Marian 
apparitions, their messages 
and meaning.

In the square of Fatima, 
Mike gave an amazing 
catechesis on how the 
apparitions at Fatima in 
1917 were tied into world 
events, particularly the 
communist revolution in 
Russia that occurred that 
same year. As you enter 
Fatima Square, there is a 
huge piece of the Berlin 
Wall on display. Also in the 
square is a large statue of 
St. John Paul II.

The assassination 
attempt on Pope John Paul 
II occurred on May 13, 
1981, the anniversary of the 
first apparition at Fatima. 
When John Paul met with 
Mehmet Ali Agca in an 
Italian prison, his would-
be-assassin wanted to know 
about Our Lady of Fatima. 
He was convinced that she 
had saved John Paul’s life 
and fearful that Mary would 
harm him. 

John Paul II was 
convinced himself that 
while Ali Agca’s hand 

aimed the bullets and 
pulled the trigger, another 
hand (Mary’s) directed 
the path of the bullets to 
miss his vital organs. John 
Paul II placed one of the 
bullets recovered from the 
assassination attempt into 
the crown of the statue of 
Our Lady of Fatima. 

In accord with Mary’s 
request at Fatima, Pope 
John Paul II consecrated 
Russia and the entire world 
to Mary. St. John Paul 
played a critical role in the 
collapse of communism and 
the bloodless liberation of 
Eastern Europe. 

One of our pilgrims, 
who had been deaf in her 
left ear for more than 20 
years, was able to hear 
perfectly in both ears after 
entering Fatima Square. 
Throughout the pilgrimage, 
she continued to marvel 
at the gift of having her 
hearing restored. It seemed 
to me that this apparently 
miraculous cure was an 
invitation by Mary to all 
of us to open our hearts 
to listen carefully to what 
her Son wanted to speak 
to us during these days of 
pilgrimage.

From Fatima, we went 
to Santiago de Compostela 
in Spain, where St. James 
the Greater, the brother 
of St. John the Evangelist, 
is buried. According to 
tradition, St. James — 
faithful to the commission 
Jesus gave to the Apostles to 
go and make disciples of all 
nations — traveled to Spain 
to preach the Gospel. 

He was discouraged by 
his apparent lack of success. 
He experienced the first-
ever Marian apparition, 
when Our Lady appeared 
to him standing on a pillar. 
She encouraged him to 
persevere, assuring him that 
his efforts would eventually 
bear fruit and the people 
of Spain would have faith 
in her Son as strong and 
as solid as the pillar upon 

which she stood. It was from 
this apparition that devotion 
developed to Mary under 
the title of Our Lady of the 
Pillar.

From Compostela, we 
made our way to Lourdes in 
France, the most visited of 
all the Marian shrines in the 
world. I had the privilege 
of celebrating an early 
morning Mass for all the 
English-speaking pilgrims 
at the grotto where Mary 
appeared to Bernadette. In 
2008, the church observed 
the 150th anniversary of the 
apparitions to Bernadette at 
Lourdes. In preparation for 
the pilgrimage, I read a book 
entitled, “The Wonders of 
Lourdes: 150 Miraculous 
Stories of the Power of 
Prayer to Celebrate the 
150th Anniversary of Our 
Lady’s Apparitions.”

It is inspiring and 
astounding to read of the 
remarkable healings and 
many other ways in which 
God has touched the lives 
of thousands of individuals 
at this place made special 
by Mary and the faith of a 
humble peasant girl. It is 
striking that both at Fatima 
and Lourdes, Mary chose to 
reveal herself to children. 

It was the faith of these 
children, despite the 
opposition and disbelief 
initially of so many 
adults, that would be the 
instrument of God’s grace 
changing so many lives. 
Yet, when you consider 
that Mary was only a 
teenager herself at the 
time the Archangel Gabriel 
appeared to her, announcing 
her special role in the 
redemption of the world, 
we should not be surprised 
that the Blessed Mother 
chose children to be her 
messengers.

We concluded our trip 
in Rome, where I had the 
privilege to meet Pope 
Francis for the first time. 
I expressed to him the 
prayerful support of the 
priests, religious and people 
of the Archdiocese of 
Kansas City in Kansas for 
his ministry as the successor 
of St. Peter.

We celebrated Mass at 
the Basilica of St. Mary 
Major in the chapel that 
contains the image of 
Mary under the title of 
Salus Populi Romani, 
which means the Health of 

the Roman People or the 
Protector of the Roman 
People. Pope Francis visited 
this chapel the day after his 
election to ask Mary to bless 
his new ministry.

We carried the hundreds 
of petitions that people 
from the archdiocese asked 
us to bring to Fatima, 
Lourdes and Rome. I prayed 
every day for Mary to draw 
all of the people of the 
Archdiocese of Kansas City 
in Kansas closer to Jesus. 
Mary is the patroness of 
the archdiocese under her 
title of the Immaculate 
Conception.

In Fatima, all of us 
KCK pilgrims had the 
opportunity to consecrate 
ourselves to Jesus through 
Mary. I invite all the people 
of the archdiocese to make 
the same consecration or, if 
you have done so previously, 
to make a re-consecration to 
Jesus through Mary on the 
solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception, Dec. 8.
The usual preparation 

for such a consecration 
is 33 days of special 
prayers. I recommend 
that you prepare for the 
consecration beginning 
next Wed., Nov. 5, by using 
the meditations drawn from 
the writings of St. Louis de 
Montfort, St. Maximilian 
Kolbe, Blessed Teresa of 
Calcutta, and St. John Paul 
found in Father Michael 
Gaitley’s book, “33 Days to 
Morning Glory.”

Together, we can 
make a 33-day spiritual 
pilgrimage that — similar 
to our physical pilgrimage 
to Fatima, Compostela, 
Lourdes and Rome — will 
be life-changing. 

Together, let us ask Mary 
to open the ears of our heart 
to listen to what her son 
Jesus desires to speak to us 
during these 33 days. 
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ARCHBISHOP
NAuMANN
nov.  1 
all Saints’ day

blessing of trinity house at 
new location

centennial anniversary mass — 
our lady of Guadalupe, topeka

nov.  2 
mass — St. bernard, Wamego, 
with groundbreaking for parish 
hall
 
nov.  3
national committee for human 
life amendment conference 
call

St. Paul’s outreach leadership 
dinner — atchison

“trust one Greater” — bene-
dictine college, atchison 
 
nov.  4 
adoration — bishop Ward high 
School, Kansas city, Kansas

administrative team meeting

vespers and dinner with priests 
ordained five years or less

nov.  5 
adoration — Immaculata high 
School, leavenworth

retired priests meeting — Sav-
ior Pastoral center

confirmation — St. aloysius, 
meriden

nov.  6 
religious alliance against Por-
nography conference call

catholic Foundation of north-
east Kansas “deo Gratias” din-
ner — Savior Pastoral center

nov.  7 
Wyandotte county mayor’s 
Prayer breakfast — reardon 
civic center, Kansas city, 
Kansas

St. martin of tours mass and 
reception — nativity, leawood
  
nov.  8 
Profession of vows — Sisters, 
Servants of mary

bishop miege high School 
Foundation mass and dinner

nov.  9 
U.S. conference of catholic 
bishops Pro-life committee 
meeting — baltimore

USccb life and dignity task 
force

ARCHBISHOP
KELEHER
nov.  1
all Saints’ day 

nov.  3-5 
national association of Shrines 
and Pilgrimages apostolate — 
St. augustine, Florida
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LEAWOOD — Sections of the 
bare floors were still taped off 
and the new furniture — in-
cluding the pews — hadn’t yet 

arrived.
But even with construction under-

way all around him, Msgr. Charles Mc-
Glinn, pastor of Curé of Ars Parish in 
Leawood, could already see signs of 
new sparkle in the “major spacelift” 
happening in the church.

“People have remarked before we 
started that the building was kind of 
old and tired and beat up — you know, 
kind of like the pastor,” said Msgr. Mc-
Glinn with self-deprecating humor.

He’d even heard rumors that some 
brides-to-be sought out other churches 
they thought were nicer looking.

The decades-old church building 
definitely had some issues that needed 
to be addressed: a leak, water damage 
on the roof, tired carpet and pressed-
wood pews that had seen better days, 
to name a few.

When a committee addressed issues 
with the building, everyone agreed 
that if they were going to spend a lot of 
money, it made sense to do it right and 
make this a very attractive church, said 
Msgr. McGlinn.

The church needed some accessibil-
ity improvements, too, he said.

The project carries an anticipat-
ed $4.5 million price tag so far. Many 
parishioners have pledged their help, 
pitching in as they always do when 
there’s a need.

“This is not just a building project,” 
said Msgr. McGlinn. “It’s also a spiritu-
al project.”

The doors to the church closed and 
Masses moved to the school gym at 
the beginning of June so construction 
could start.

“It’s a top-to-bottom renovation,” 
said Msgr. McGlinn.

The church now has new furniture 
— on the altar and elsewhere.

There are new walnut pews.
There’s new flooring, new LED 

lighting (which should be energy- 
saving), and new sound (with the old 
sound system installed in the gym for 
things like plays and the auction).

There’s also new paint, new heating 

and air conditioning in some places, 
and a new choir area.

New Stations of the Cross have been 
placed in the church, and niches were 
added into the walls to hold the stat-
ues.

Restrooms have been updated and 
made more accessible, and new handi-
cap-accessible entrances greet parish-
ioners outside. 

And the list goes on.
For Dave Ruf, a Curé parishioner 

and vice president of J.E. Dunn Con-
struction, this project means a lot.

“This is doing everything with your 
heart and soul,” he said.

Msgr. McGlinn guided him into the 
church through the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults program, and pre-
sided at his wedding to his wife Jenni-
fer.

All four of their children were bap-
tized at this church.

Ruf has led the project through its 
ups and downs, readying the building 
for today’s parishioners . . . and for fu-
ture generations.

He, too, looks forward to having this 
church be a natural place for weddings, 
complete with more space for prepara-
tions.

He was excited about an updated 
look for the church.

“It has a very traditional feel with a 
bit of a modern touch,” he said.

After much anticipation, parishio-

ners got to see their church in all its 
glory on Oct. 26, when Archbishop Jo-
seph F. Naumann celebrated the noon 
Mass and blessed the renovated build-
ing.

This was the most expensive project 
Msgr. McGlinn has undertaken in his 
27 years at the parish, but this is some-
thing he wants for Curé and its 2,100 
families.

“We have a lot of wonderful fam-
ilies,” he said. “They have a terrific 
sense of community, a real commit-
ment to participate in the ministries — 
and they really like each other.”

The parish is also home to Father 
Larry Bowers, associate pastor; Father 
Jerry Spencer, senior priest in resi-
dence; and Father Quy Ta of Hanoi, 
Vietnam, who is living at Curé while 
he learns English at Donnelly College 
in Kansas City, Kansas, on his path to 
studying canon law.

The sacred space is where the word 
of God is proclaimed, the Eucharist is 
celebrated, and the faith is nurtured, 
said Msgr. McGlinn.

He believes its beauty can only en-
hance the worship experience.

“I look forward to celebrating with 
the people in the renewed church,” 
said Msgr. McGlinn. “I know that 
they’re going to really love it. I know 
that they’re going to be really, really 
proud of their church.”
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Father Charles McGlinn, pastor of Curé of Ars Parish in Leawood, stands near the renovated sanctuary. The top-to-bottom renovation includes new pews, flooring, lighting, heating, air conditioning, sound 
system, choir area, paint and Stations of the Cross. 

This is not 
just a building 

project. it’s also a 
spiritual project.”

Father Charles McGlinn, pastor of 
Curé of Ars Parish, Leawood

“
renovated church blessed

Curé of ars Church undergoes a $4.5 million renovation project



Archbishop Naumann was the main 
celebrant and homilist. The concele-
brants included several visiting Car-
melites, archdiocesan priests and 
Benedictines.

Other distinguished persons pres-
ent included Bishop Emeritus Michael 
LaFay of Sicuani, Peru; American pro-
vincials William J. Harry and Mario 
Esposito; Abbot James Albers from 
St. Benedict’s Abbey in Atchison; and 
representatives of male and female 
Carmelite houses.

Near the baptismal font were dis-
played relics of St. Thérèse of Lisieux, 
a map of North America she drew 
when 12 years old, and a portrait of the 
saint painted by her sister Celine.

In his homily, Archbishop Naumann 
thanked the symposium organizers for 
their efforts — and for not adhering 
too strictly to the historical record.

“I’m grateful that you didn’t require 
me to be chopping a cord of wood 
outside, reenacting Bishop Miege,” he 
said.

This was a gathering not only to 
celebrate the past, but also to serve to 
inspire the congregation to strive to 
imitate the faith and courage of those 
pioneers of the Catholic faith.

“The story of how the first Carmel-
ite Fathers first came to Kansas, and 
particularly to found their first parish 
here in the United States — St. Joseph 
Parish in Leavenworth — is a beautiful 
illustration of how God can use what 
might seem to be ordinary events and 
seeming insignificant occurrences to 
accomplish his will,” said Archbishop 
Naumann.

Over the years, the Carmelite Fa-
thers became an essential part of the 
Catholic community of northeast Kan-
sas, touching thousands of lives.

“And so, as we listened to the Gos-
pel today, it was impossible not to think 
of how Cyril Knoll and Xavier Huber 
were following in their time that same 
commission Jesus gave to the 72,” said 
Archbishop Naumann.

 “As a pair, they materially brought 
very little — next to nothing — with 
them to Kansas,” he continued. “But 
they did bring what was most import-
ant. They brought their faith — Jesus 
Christ in his Gospel and his presence 
in the sacramental life.”

In his comments before the dis-
missal, Carmelite Prior General Fa-
ther Fernando Millan thanked many 
people, including those who partic-
ipated and those who produced the 
symposium.

He also thanked those Carmelites 
and others who keep the missionary 
spirit alive throughout the world.

“Sometimes, I get very worried 
about our missions,” said the prior 
general. “I get very concerned be-
cause [people] are always asking for 
money and for personnel to go to the 
missions. Sometimes, I say to myself, 
‘We are crazy, we are sending people 
without money, we are sending people 
without a program!’ 

“But in other moments, like this, I 
say to myself, ‘Balanced and prudent 
people never changed history.’

“So, thank you to all those crazy 
people.”

After the Mass, people gathered 

in Bishop Miege Hall for a keynote 
presentation by Father McEvoy, on 
“Carmel’s Frontier Experience.” The 
presentation was followed by a lun-
cheon.

“The 1864 arrival of Fathers Cyril 
Knoll and Xavier Huber on the Kansas 
frontier from their Carmelite mon-
astery in Straubing, Bavaria, was an 
arrival on a real frontier,” said Father 
David. 

“This was a geographical frontier, a 
climactic frontier which defined this 
part of North America. It was a polit-
ical frontier, an institutional frontier,” 
he continued. “It was a mission fron-
tier — it was the Catholic Church’s 
frontier of American missions.”

In a sense, the Carmelites have al-
ways been “living on the edge” of a 
frontier, he continued. This has been 
true since their founding on the edge 
of Crusader territory in the Holy 
Land, to the edge of survival in early 
19th-century Europe.

Father David told the story of how 
the pioneering German Carmelites es-
tablished a North American foothold 
during the Civil War, and talked about 
three of the earliest Kansas Carmelites.

Father David concluded his keynote 
presentation with a sermon excerpt 
written by Bishop Thomas Lillis, the 
third bishop of the Diocese of Leaven-
worth. 

“I took a little walk,” wrote Bishop 
Lillis. “I found your cemetery. I also 
found a row of graves in which Car-
melites lie buried. I read their names 
and the dates of their lives. And then I 
began to think — I began to remember. 
It was potent thinking. It was a sacred 
remembering.”

The bishop wrote a little about each 
man, remembering all they did to sow 
the seed of faith and nourish the spiri-
tual lives of Catholics.

“Now, before I shall administer con-
firmation, you will kneel with me and 
thank God for the coming of the Car-
melites to Scipio and to Kansas,” wrote 
Bishop Lillis.

>> continued from page 1

But when the packet from Father 
Schieber arrived, it contained an applica-
tion to enter the seminary.

“I was, like, ‘Maybe I’ll just fill it out,’” 
he said. “It felt right. By the end of finish-
ing the application, I thought, ‘It might be 
this.’ So I decided to enter the seminary.”

He entered the University of St. Mary 
of the Lake, Mundelein Seminary, near 
Chicago in January 2005.

“It was like going to Narnia in winter,” 
he said. “It was my first time there. The 
grass and all the trees were just covered 
with snow, and there were deer walking 
across.”

He loved the seminary, but his dis-
cernment revealed that he needed to sort 
things out in his own life.

He left the seminary in 2007 and en-
tered a time of spiritual direction, prayer, 
counseling and healing. He worked at St. 
Ann Parish in Prairie Village as a high 
school youth minister and sixth-grade 
religion teacher.

He later returned to the University of 
Kansas and studied for his master’s de-
gree in architecture from 2008 to 2011. 
After graduation, he got a job doing cost 
estimation for an architecture firm.

He even met and dated a wonderful 
woman at KU. She and others helped 
reignite his faith, which had fallen in 
the doldrums. His spiritual director sur-
prised him by asking if he was still inter-
ested in the priesthood.

“I said, ‘No, no, not at all,’” said Deacon 
Alba.

But during a Holy Hour, his heart said, 
“Yes, you are.”  He told God he was un-
worthy to answer a call to the priesthood 
because he had rejected him so many 
times.

“And God said, ‘You are rejecting me 
now,’” he recalled.

That stunned Deacon Alba.
“My response was, ‘OK, I realize this is 

your gift to me and, in return, my priest-
hood will be my gift to you,’” he said.

He went back to Mundelein in Au-
gust 2012. It wasn’t easy, but he made it 
all the way through. He was ordained a 
deacon last May 17 at Curé of Ars Parish 
in Leawood. He will be ordained a priest 
at 10:30 a.m. on Nov. 15 at St. Peter Cathe-
dral in Kansas City, Kansas.

Catholic Cemeteries to host 
special Masses, Nov. 8

KanSaS cIty, Kan. — catholic ceme-
teries of northeast Kansas will host spe-
cial all Souls and memorial masses in 
three of its cemeteries nov. 8. the masses 
commemorate persons who have died in 
recent months and are buried in the cath-
olic cemeteries. masses will be held at the 
following:

• 9 a.m. at Holy Family Mausoleum 
chapel, resurrection cemetery, 83rd and 
Quivira rd., lenexa; special remembrance 
of persons buried between July 14 through 
oct. 12

• 9 a.m. at Holy Redeemer Mausoleum 
chapel, Gate of heaven cemetery, 126th 
and Parallel, Kansas city, Kansas.; remem-
bering persons buried between July 14 
through oct. 12

• 10 a.m. outdoors at Mt. Calvary Cem-
etery, 801 S.W. Westchester rd., topeka; 
commemorating persons buried between 
Jan. 1 and Sept. 30

For more information, call (913) 371-
4040 (Kansas city area) or (785) 272-
0820 (topeka), or send an email to:               
information@cathcemks.org.

>> continued from page 16

deacon alba to be 
ordained nov. 15
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Concelebrating the Carmelite 150th anniversary Mass were, from left, Abbot James Albers, OSB, Carmelite Prior General Father Fernando Mil-
lan from Rome, and Bishop Emeritus Michael LaFay, O.Carm., from Sicuani, Peru. Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann was the celebrant, and Msgr. 
Gary Applegate served as master of ceremonies.

flurry of events mark 150th

On display near the baptismal font was a map of 
North America St. Thérèse of Lisieux drew when 
12 years old.
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LEAVENWORTH — When the 
topic turns to Pope Francis 
— and you’ve had a front-row 
seat for the start of his papacy 

as John Allen Jr. did — there’s a strong 
temptation when the opportunity pres-
ents itself to simply share great stories.

After all, in his 18 months as pope, 
Pope Francis has “taken the world by 
storm,” with incredible popular and me-
dia appeal, said Allen, a Kansas native 
and world-renowned “Vaticanista” who 
has extensively covered the past three 
popes.

Now associate editor with The Boston 
Globe, Allen managed to weave in some 
stories about Pope Francis for his Kansas 
audience Oct. 25 while delivering on his 
promise to also present a reflective mes-
sage on the future of the Carmelite order 
and the church.

Allen spoke at a Communion break-
fast Oct. 25 at June’s Northland restau-
rant in Leavenworth.

His presentation was among many 
highlights of a three-day Sesquicentenni-
al Symposium Oct. 23-25 celebrating the 
150th anniversary of the establishment 
of the first male Carmelite foundation in 
North America — in Leavenworth.

Father David McEvoy, O.Carm., pas-
tor of Immaculate Conception-St. Jo-
seph Parish in Leavenworth, envisioned 
this celebration — “Carmel’s Journey to 
the Frontiers” — that brought together 
Carmelite priests, Brothers, Sisters and 
cloistered nuns, as well as many others, 
to mark this anniversary with a packed 
agenda.

“Like most Catholics, I have always 

tremendously admired the Carmelites,” 
said Allen. “In the church, we often 
struggle to strike the right balance be-
tween deep contemplation and mean-
ingful action, and usually we are on one 
or the other side of that equation.”

But to him, the Carmelites have al-
ways struck a “pitch perfect” balance.

“You are a precious gift to the church,” 
he said.

In the story-filled and humor-laced 
presentation, Allen went on to further 
laud the Carmelites’ contribution to the 
church.

But he also spoke broadly about Pope 
Francis and the “three emerging pillars” 
of his papacy.

Allen illustrated this pope’s attraction 
to the media, Catholics and the world 
as a whole with a story from a trip Pope 
Francis made to a Marian shrine in the 
summer of 2013 when World Youth Day 
was held in Rio de Janeiro.

Despite hefty security, throngs of peo-
ple crammed into the streets, noted Al-
len, who rode the press bus behind the 
popemobile.

When the door to the pope’s vehicle 
opened, a group of Latin American nuns 
shrieked “like teenaged girls at a Justin 
Bieber concert,” said Allen, and they 
took selfies with him.

When Allen asked one of the men 
charged with preventing scenes like 
that why he couldn’t do something, the 
young man in a combat helmet said he 
was “not going to be the guy caught on 
YouTube beating up a nun!”

So, here is the way Allen sees it: 
“There is something so electric about 
this man that any attempt to bottle it up 
or fence it in is destined to fail. And most 
of the time, the better strategy is just not 

to try,” he said.
Allen sees three pillars coming to 

the forefront as Pope Francis leads the 
Catholic Church forward: leadership as 
service, a deep new missionary concep-
tion, and mercy as the core Christian 
message.

“In the early days, I mean the first 48 
to 72 hours after Francis’ election, it was, 
of course, those gestures of personal 
simplicity and humility that really first 
charmed the world,” said Allen.

Declining the papal limousine for the 
shuttle bus, paying his own bill and pack-
ing his own bag, opting out of living in 
the papal apartment, and calling to can-
cel his own newspaper subscription in 
Argentina all said something about this 
pope, said Allen, as he described the pil-
lar of leadership as service.

“Ladies and gentlemen, never forget 
that under that humble, simple exterior 
lies the mind of a brilliant Jesuit politi-
cian,” said Allen. “This guy knows what 
he is doing all the time. There are no ac-
cidents. There is nothing casual. This is 
thought out.”

It sets a tone, said Allen, for what 
leadership in the church looks like.

“And this is not John Allen’s private 
journalistic hypothesis,” he said. “Pope 
Francis has said all of this out loud.”

He cited a now-famous quote from 
Pope Francis expressing that “we want 
pastors who carry the smell of their 
sheep because they are close to the or-
dinary people they are called to serve.”

And Allen sees that the pope is will-
ing to take action to back up his words.

In covering popes for nearly 20 years, 
Allen came to understand that being a 
pope is an impossible job, even without 
considering what canon law requires.

People expect a pope to act as CEO, 
intellectual giant, diplomat, politician, 
media star and living saint, he said.

“Any one of these would be a life’s 
work,” said Allen.

“I guarantee you in his heart of hearts, 
Pope Francis thinks of himself funda-
mentally as a missionary,” he said, ex-
plaining the second pillar: a missionary 
conception in the church.

That missionary spirit is evident in 
all he does, said Allen. Like when Pope 
Francis stopped in St. Peter’s Square to 
embrace a man disfigured by a genetic 
disorder. Or shared his birthday break-
fast with three homeless men and their 
dog.

Or in the earliest days of his papacy, 
made a trip to the island of Lampedusa 
and laid a wreath for the immigrants 
who had died trying to make their way 
to a better life in Europe.

Turning to the third pillar — the idea 
of mercy — Allen suggested Pope Fran-
cis’ catch phrase so far might be: “The 
Lord never tires of forgiving.”

“It is fundamentally a message of 
mercy,” said Allen.

As the bishop of Rome, Pope Francis 
surprised the pastor during his first par-
ish visit in May 2013, arriving 45 minutes 
early because he wanted to hear confes-
sions.

As a minister of the Christian Gospel, 
Pope Francis knows he must speak on 
God’s judgment and God’s mercy, said 
Allen.

“His belief is the world has heard our 
judgment with crystal clarity, and now it 
is time for the world to hear and to see 
and to smell and to taste and to feel our 
mercy,” he said.

‘Vaticanista’ calls Carmelites ‘precious gift to the church’
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The Boston Globe associate editor John Allen Jr. praised the Carmelite order at a Communion breakfast Oct. 25 at June’s Northland restaurant in Leavenworth. Allen was part of a three-day Sesquicen-
tennial Symposium Oct. 23-25 celebrating the 150th anniversary of the establishment of the first male Carmelite foundation in North America.

‘piTch perfecT’
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MARYSVILLE — When 
Michelle and Matthew 
Schmelzle heard that 
Archbishop Joseph F. 

Naumann — as a sign of personal 
support for couples having “as many 
children as God desired for them” 
— was offering a special opportuni-
ty to parents of larger families, they 
jumped at the chance. 

“As a small gesture to encourage 
Catholic married couples to be gen-
erous in their openness to life, I am 
offering to baptize any child who is at 
least a couple’s third child, which, of 
course, includes both biological and 
adoptive children,” Archbishop Nau-
mann wrote in his Leaven column on 
Jan. 10.

At the time they learned of the 
archbishop’s offer, Michelle was preg-
nant with their third child, Kellon.

“We saw it as a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity,” said Matthew. “It’s not 
every day you get the chance to have 
the archbishop baptize your child.”

The baptism took place Sept. 7 in 
the chapel of Savior Pastoral Center 
in Kansas City, Kansas, when Kellon 
was five weeks old. Four other cou-
ples in the archdiocese took part, 
but the Schmelzles were the only 
ones from distant Marysville, 150 
miles away. It took several vehicles to 
transport all the family members who 
wanted to witness the event, includ-
ing a great-grandparent, grandpar-
ents, aunts, uncle and cousins.

Clearly, the couple has a special 
love for children, said Father Jim 
Shaughnessy, pastor of St. Gregory 
in Marysville. And Kellon’s baptism 
by the archbishop was a first for a St. 
Gregory Parish child. 

Matthew praised his wife’s love of 
children as well as her sacrifice.

“Michelle has a special place in her 
heart for kids,” said Matthew. “She 

gave up a good receptionist job in or-
der to spend more time at home with 
our children. She was working until 
6 p.m. and, by the time she got home 
and we ate, there wasn’t much time 
left for the children.”

Michelle quit her job after their 
first son Jackson, now 5, became a 
toddler. She started up a day care 
business in their home and looks 
after as many as 10 children on any 
given day. After starting the day care, 
she had their second son, Landon, 
now 3.  

“I love being able to stay at home 
and watch our kids grow up,” she 
said. “It is also a blessing to watch the 
day care kids grow and learn.”

Matthew also has given up time 
from his busy life as a parent and 
salesman for forklift parts to help 
children. Until recently, he taught at 
St. Gregory School. 

Both Michelle and Matthew have 
two siblings, but their parents came 
from much larger Catholic families. 
Michelle’s father was one of 15 kids. 

Have the Schmelzles encountered 

the cultural bias for couples having 
only two children, which Archbishop 
Naumann referred to in his column?

“We have never encountered crit-
icism for having a large family,” said 
Michelle. “Many people have been 
supportive of our choice. Marysville 
does have a lot of large families.”

So how many children might the 
Schmelzles end up with?

“I think we are good with three, 
but we will see,” Michelle said. “I 
don’t think we will have 15!” 

Couple takes advantage of archbishop’s baptismal ministry
‘once in a lifeTime’
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Kellon Schmelzle, son of Michelle and Matthew Schmelzle, members of St. Gregory Parish in Marysville, was baptized by Archbishop Joseph F. 
Naumann on Sept. 7 at Savior Pastoral Center in Kansas City, Kansas. Kellon is the Schmelzles’ third child. Archbishop Naumann has offered to 
baptize a couple’s third or later child as a way to promote large families. 

By JOSHUA ROBERTS
jroberts@leavenworthtimes.com 

LANSING —  There are 220 
pages in “The Ravine,” a new 
faith-based novel by Kansas 
City entrepreneur Robert Pas-

cuzzi, but one of the overriding themes 
can be found in a prayer before the 
prologue:

“Lord, help us realize that every-
thing that happens to us happens for a 
reason. Help us realize that every sor-
row or setback we experience can be 
transformed into a blessing, if we but 
trust in you. Help us realize that if we 
trust you, all things — even tragedies 
— will work out for our good.”

Pascuzzi, a member of Ascension 
Parish in Overland Park, is the vice 
president of corporate retirement 
plans at Creative Planning, Inc., and 
a first-time author. He’s also an occa-
sional guest speaker at Lansing Cor-
rectional Facility, where he spoke Oct. 
16 with medium-security inmates.

“The Ravine: A Novel of Evil, Hope 
and the Afterlife,” was just released 

through Midpoint Trade Books, and 
was inspired by true events. 

A close family friend murdered his 
wife and son before taking his own life 
by driving his vehicle into a deep ra-
vine, Pascuzzi said, forming the basis 
for the novel.

“Our families were very close,” he 
said. “It was a shock to so many peo-
ple. Nobody saw it coming. We have 
our own theories but, to this day, we 
have no concrete explanation.”

The tragedy led Pascuzzi and his 
wife on a journey of questioning and 
exploring their beliefs, before a chance 
encounter with a “gifted person” 
helped them discover the “profound 
meaning” of hope, faith and “radical 
forgiveness.”

About 75 inmates heard his presen-
tation on Oct. 16.

“The whole idea of the book . . . is 
about providing hope in a very dark 
situation,” Pascuzzi said. “It was trying 
to take something that was very tragic 
and turn it into something good.”

He found a receptive audience. The 
inmates are part of the Kansas Depart-

ment of Corrections’ Mentoring 4 Suc-
cess program, and had read the book 
before the presentation.

“He was very inspiring and gave 
them a sense of hope and understand-
ing that there are people out there who 
believe in forgiveness and grace,” said 
Marcy Konkader, Mentoring 4 Success 
assistant director. “It was an amazing 
opportunity for the guys.”

Pascuzzi said he felt the book, which 
took nearly three years to complete, 
was his answer to a calling.

“I had a stirring, I guess that’s the 
best way to say it,” he said. “I had a 
stirring that this was supposed to be 
done, even though I’m not an author 
and I run a full-time business. But I felt 
compelled, so that was the energy be-
hind it.”

Pascuzzi said he and his wife were 
shattered by the murder-suicide, but 
they had to shift from pain and anger 
to “forgiving the unforgivable.”

“We had to eventually get to a place 
where we could shift and move from 
that space of anger, resentment to 
a place of ‘OK, what else could this 

mean?’ We had to ask a different ques-
tion: Is there a way that perhaps some-
thing good can come from this?”

Pascuzzi said he came away from 
the tragedy, after time, with a deeper 
faith.

“I understood the concept of for-
giveness. I think most people obvious-
ly do,” he said, “but, in many respects, 
I wasn’t truly living it. That was the 
challenge that presented itself to me.”

Pascuzzi has gone on a speaking 
tour to discuss faith, hope and redemp-
tion with church and civic groups, as 
well as at state and federal prisons.

Another aspect of the book is Pas-
cuzzi’s “A Million Ways to Forgiveness” 
initiative, which outlines missions of 
putting 100,000 copies of “The Ravine” 
in the hands of inmates this year, and a 
million copies by the end of next. More 
on the initiative can be found online at: 
timeforforgiveness.org, and informa-
tion about the book at: www.theravine 
book.com.

Reprinted with permission of The 
Leavenworth Times.

Lansing inmates hear message of hope, redemption

Katherine “Katie” (Antes) and rob-
ert Mclough-
lin, members 
of holy trinity 
Parish, lenexa, 
will celebrate 
their 50th wed-
ding anniversary 
on nov. 1 with 
an open house 
with family and 
friends.  the 
couple was mar-
ried on oct. 31, 

1964, at St. Joseph church, nortonville. 
their children and their spouses are: mark 
and Peggy mcloughlin, olathe; eric and 
dazx mcloughlin, hays; aron and Kerrie 
mcloughlin, overland Park; Kirk and diana 
mcloughlin, Springhill; and lara Peterson, 
lenexa. they also have 22 grandchildren 
and seven great-grandchildren.

Susan (Kraus) and Gerald Daly, mem-
bers of church 
of the ascension 
Parish,   overland 
Park, celebrated 
their 50th wed-
ding anniversary 
on Sept. 26. the 
couple was mar-
ried at visitation 
church, Kansas 
city, missouri, 
by msgr. arthur 
tighe.  their chil-

dren and their spouses are: Gerry daly Jr., 
overland Park; Sam and christa daly, men-
tor, ohio; and Sarah and tom boniface, 
San Francisco. they also have five grand-
children. the couple’s children hosted a 
dinner/reception for family and friends at 
deer creek Golf club in overland Park on 
Sept. 13, after a mass and renewal of vows 
at church of the ascension.

James and Karen (DeDonder) Mul-
l i g a n , 
members 
of Immac-
ulate con-
c e p t i o n 
Parish, St. 
m a r y s , 
celebrated 
their 50th 
w e d d i n g 

anniversary on oct. 26 with a mass of 
thanksgiving and a reception. they also 
attended the archdiocesan 50th wed-
ding anniversary celebration at the ca-
thedral of St. Peter in Kansas city, Kan-
sas, in June. the couple was married on 
oct. 24, 1964, at Immaculate conception 
church. their children and their spous-
es are: terri and Scott Stewart; bill and 
debbie mulligan; Janet and Jeff Plant; 
and chris and laura mulligan. they also 
have 12 grandchildren.

Dorothy (Eckart) and richard 
S c h e re r, 
members 
of mother 
teresa of 
c a l c u t t a 
Parish, to-
peka, will 
celebrate 
their 50th 
w e d d i n g 

anniversary with a small gathering of 
their family and friends. the couple was 
married on nov. 7, 1964, at St. bene-
dict’s church, atchison. their children 
and their spouse are: Kimberly and John 
dessens, topeka; carol Scherer, topeka; 
r. michael Scherer, austin, texas; and 
Suzanne Scherer, Santa ana, california. 
they also have three grandchildren.

Betty and J.J. Swanson, members of 
christ the 
King Par-
ish, Kan-
sas city, 
K a n s a s , 
will cele-
brate their 
60th wed-
ding anni-
versary on 

nov. 4. the couple was married on nov. 
4, 1954, at St. mary church, Stanley, Wis-
consin. their children and their spouses 
are: John and coral Swanson; James and 
lisa Swanson; Julie and rick toyne; and 
Ginny and mark Stimac. they also have 
nine grandchildren and five great-grand-
children. 
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ANNIVERSARy POLICy
• The Leaven prints 50, 60, 65 and 70th no-
tices. 
• Announcements are due eight days before 
the desired publication date. 
• Announcements must be typed. 
• They are for parishioners of Catholic par-
ishes in the archdiocese of Kansas city in 
Kansas, or for those who have resided in the 
archdiocese for a significant period of time. 

Include the following Information:
• The couple’s names
• their parish
• the date they were married
• church and city where they were married
• what they are doing to celebrate
• date of the celebration
• names of children (if desired)
• number of grandchildren and great-grand-
children; 

send notices to: the leaven, 12615 parallel 
pkwy., Kansas city, Ks 66109, attn: anniver-
saries; or send an email to: todd@theleaven.
com. 

Sister Rosina 
Baumgartner, OSB

atchISon — Sister rosina baumgartner, 
92, a benedictine Sister of mount St. Scho-

lastica here, died 
oct. 15.

Sister rosina 
(mary theresa) was 
the oldest of four 
children born to an-
drew and Pauline 
miller baumgart-
ner of atchison, 
and spent most of 
her life serving the 
needs of the people 
of her hometown. a 

graduate of mount St. Scholastica academy 
in 1940 and mount St. Scholastica college 
in 1944, she entered the benedictine Sisters 
in 1944 and made monastic profession in 
1946.

her education supported her ministry in 
social service, music, liturgy, and religious 
education at all age levels. Sister rosina 
taught and also did pastoral work in both 
social concerns and music. 

an early ecumenist, she was an active 
member of the atchison ministerial alliance, 
serving as president from 1978-81, and ear-
lier as vice president of the ministerial alli-
ance of beatrice, nebraska. In beatrice, she 
was also named Professional Woman of the 
year in 1974. 

She was one of three founders of the 
atchison alliance’s hunger task Force. var-
ious testimonials have commended her for 
improving membership and activity in these 
organizations, citing also her ecumenical 
leadership in prayer. 

Sister rosina served on the monastery’s 
personnel committee, social concerns com-
mittee, and community senate, and was the 
first director of the lay volunteer program.



K
ANSAS CITY, Kan. 
— Every Saturday 
as a child, Virgin-
ia Buford Gorman 
headed outside to 
play with the kids 
in the neighbor-
hood.

And, like clockwork, every Saturday 
her mother would call her in by 4 p.m. to 
clean up and go to confession right across 
the street at the Cathedral of St. Peter.

“I used to say, ‘Why do I have to go to 
confession every Saturday? I don’t know 
what I did,’” said Gorman (whose maid-
en name is Meyer).

“She said, ‘I’ll write them down for 
you and tell you what you did,’” said 
Gorman.

And she did.
Growing up in the “cathedral neigh-

borhood,” meant a life full of faith and 
family.  (Gorman, who has lived all 89 of 
her years within sight of the cathedral, is 
one of seven children.)

It eventually also meant a life of ser-
vice.

As an adult, Gorman has served the 
cathedral in countless capacities — in-
cluding working for 40 years as its sec-
retary — and can’t imagine living any-
where but the street she has always 
called home.

The cathedral itself is a second home 
for her.

She still helps with funeral meals 
(she only gave up her role as director of 
the meals last year), serves as sacristan, 
helps at the fall festival and other events 
and takes on any duty asked of her.

“I just get a good feeling by being in 
the church,” said Gorman, who attends 
Mass daily. “And then I can walk home.”

Whether residents have lived in the 
blocks around the cathedral for genera-
tions or are more recent arrivals, many 
sense that this area — where the streets 
proudly bear signs that read “Cathedral 
Neighborhood” — offers something spe-
cial.

‘Sense of community’
Father Harry Schneider, rector of the 

cathedral, describes it as a “front-porch 
neighborhood.”

It’s one of the qualities he loves about 
life in Wyandotte County.

“If I sit out on my front porch on a 
summer Sunday afternoon,” he said, “I’ll 
get very little reading done because peo-
ple from all over the neighborhood will 
be out. Kids will be out playing. They’ll 
come up and talk.”

A simple walk can turn into a social 
occasion, with conversation and offers 
of refreshments.

“One time, I started out on a walk and 
ended up visiting at four or five houses,” 
said Father Schneider.

Six blocks and three hours later, he re-
turned home.

“People really are aware and watch 

out for one another,” he said. “There is a 
real sense of community.”

Patty Orth and her husband Jim have 
lived in their current home in the cathe-
dral neighborhood for 41 years.

“We were the youngest when we 
moved in, and now we’re the oldest on 
the block,” said Orth. “We know our 
neighbors — that’s the good part. Kids 
still play outside.”

It’s how she remembers her own 
childhood — about two blocks away 
in the same neighborhood, where her 
mother and sisters still live.

Now Orth’s granddaugh-
ters attend Resurrection Catholic  
School at the Cathedral.

Halloween is one of her favorite 
times, and it’s a big social event.

Not everyone turns on their lights 
for the trick-or-treating, but the ones 
who do often see such a constant flow 
that running out of candy before the last 
trick-or-treater arrives is a common oc-
currence.

The crowd signals to her that people 
feel safe bringing their children to the 
neighborhood.

Father Schneider settles onto the 
porch of the rectory on Halloween night 
with hundreds of pieces of candy (and 
some bones for the four-legged visitors), 
and welcomes a wide cast of characters 
— from princesses to superheroes and 
more.

Many recognize him as their priest, 
and he helps them remember not only to 
say “Trick or treat,” but “Thank you.”

Sometimes, “Msgr. Kitty” curls up 
nearby to provide moral support. The 
black cat with white at his neck made the 
cathedral neighborhood his home some 
time ago and has long since become fast 
friends with many of the neighbors.

As Father Schneider welcomes the 
trick-or-treaters and exchanges greet-
ings with their parents, it wouldn’t be 
unusual to hear cheers and whistles 
from a Bishop Ward High School foot-

ball game a few blocks away punctuating 
the evening.

Walking distance
When the cathedral started offering 

Mass in Spanish in 2012, Father Schnei-
der was touched by a sight he caught 
only by accident when he looked outside 
before Mass. 

There, in this city in which almost 
everyone travels by car, he was greeted 
by the sight of churchgoers streaming in 
from all directions — on foot. 

The cathedral neighborhood is one 
of the few where people still walk to 
church.  

Moreover, Bill and Susanne Ma-
honey both enjoy walking their daugh-
ters, 12-year-old Molly and 10-year-old 
Meg, to school at Resurrection Catholic 
School.

Bill, a district judge, enjoys the walk 
— and the fact that everything the family 
really needs can be found within walk-
ing distance, or at the most a short drive 
away, with no need to spend hours a 
week driving.

And people are always out and about; 
neighbors tend to know one another, if 
not as friends or by name, at least by 
sight — for blocks, said Susanne.

Bill believes the urban setting is 
equipping his daughters with experienc-
es and knowledge that will serve them 
well if they move to a big city someday.

“This is a much more realistic world-
view than just living in your car,” he said. 

This is Bill’s second time living in the 
cathedral neighborhood.

His older siblings went through at 
least some of their grade school years at 
St. Peter School in the neighborhood be-

fore his family moved.
As the youngest, he remembers the 

other kids along his route to kindergar-

ten at McKinley Elementary School — 
and the way the adults watched out for 
them.

“There were pairs of eyes on us all the 
way,” he said.

Today residents still describe that 
sense of neighbors watching out for 
neighbors.

Addressing concerns
Life in the neighborhood is not with-

out its challenges, of course..
Orth has served as president of the 

Cathedral Neighborhood Association 
since 2006, when she got involved as the 
area experienced a spate of problems.

A civic group named after the cathe-
dral, the association met with police, 
for example, to discuss their concerns 
when efforts to rid surrounding avenues 
of problems with prostitution resulted 
in some unwelcome foot traffic in the 
neighborhood’s alleys and streets.

Graffiti, also, was on the rise. And 
when a child died in a drive-by shooting, 
said Orth, residents insisted that some-
thing be done.

Working through these and other 
concerns, said Orth, resulted in a stron-
ger relationship between the neighbor-
hood and the Kansas City Kansas Police 
Department, and she firmly believes that 
community policing here — as in other 
areas of the city — has made a big dif-
ference.

Now, when an issue comes up, wheth-
er it’s someone putting the trash outside 
several days before pickup or something 
more serious like graffiti, it is addressed 
quickly.

A traffic calming study also looked at 
the way people were using some of the 
streets as thoroughfares in a neighbor-
hood with lots of kids.

Now, the neighborhood has a number 
of one-way streets. People don’t neces-
sarily love that, said Orth, but it’s serving 
its purpose.

Orth chairs regular meetings of the 

neighborhood association, and people 
attend because they love their neighbor-
hood and want the best for everyone in 
it, she said.

Different organizations and groups, 
including Community Housing of Wy-
andotte County, have worked with the 
community as well, to help it live up to 
its potential.

 

Rich diversity
 If Susanne Mahoney misses a meet-

ing of one of the walking groups that 
have formed in the neighborhood, she 
likes to walk in the park.

She didn’t grow up in Kansas City, 
Kansas, like her husband did, but this 
area has adopted her, and she loves how 
the rich diversity in the neighborhood 
represents the world in which her girls 
will be working someday.

Within these few short blocks live 
representatives of many cultures. The 
Hispanic population has grown in recent 
years, and people from other nations 
have made the neighborhood their home 
as they settled into Kansas City, Kansas.

The neighborhood is not only racially 
diverse — it is economically diverse as 
well.

But there is one thing that hasn’t 
changed since the days her husband 
lived on the street the first time: Some of 
the teachers at now-Resurrection School 
find it very easy to keep a watchful eye 
on their students’ activities. They often 
live right down the street from them.  

Susanne works for the Kansas City, 
Kansas school system and cherishes liv-
ing in a neighborhood where she runs 
into her students and their families — 
current and past — at the grocery store.

“I just love seeing them,” she said.
Not all education in the neighborhood 

is formal, however.
Neighbors pass books along to one 

another, introducing others to interest-
ing reads.

And to make sure the younger set isn’t 
left out, a freestanding little free library 
has popped up along 15th Street.

To Susanne, it’s rare to have a neigh-
borhood where people know one anoth-
er — at least by sight — for many blocks.

Thanksgiving time brings a Christ-
mas lighting contest (complete with a 
traveling trophy) on 17th Street.

And when the weather is nicer, a bar-
becue contest brings neighbors together 
for fellowship and bragging rights (and 
the right to take home the green apron 
— an honor that most recently went to 
the Mahoneys).

The Altar Society organizes home 
tours every two years, and the Mahoney 
home has been included before, which 
has been fun — and educational — for 
the family.

“People will come through who are 
older,” said Susanne. “They might have 
a story about our house.”

Faith at home
Like many of the neighbors, Virginia 

Buford Gorman delights in stepping out-
side at night and seeing the steeple at its 
most beautiful, with its lights shining in 
the dark.

But the ambiance of the neighbor-
hood is rich with sound as well. 

“Those bells mean so much, you 
know,” said Gorman. “I’ve listened to 
them all my life. It’s just a part of me.”

Their chimes have provided a 
soundtrack to the days of many of the 
neighbors in this tight-knit neighbor-
hood.

They’re just one more sign that, as 
Virginia often tells her husband George: 
“It’s just great to be Catholic.”

‘fronT-porch
neighborhood’
Cathedral community a unique 
blend of all things Catholic by JessIca lanGdon

leaven photo by Joe mcsorley

Father Harry Schneider, rector of the Cathedral of St. Peter in Kansas City, Kansas, looks over the items 
for sale at a recent parish festival.

leaven photo by Joe mcsorley

Children crowd around a table eagerly awaiting a winner at one of the game stations at a recent             
cathedral festival.

leaven photo by JessIca lanGdon

Virginia Buford Gorman has served the cathedral in countless capacities — including working for 40 
years as its secretary — and can’t imagine living anywhere but the street she has always called home.

leaven photo by JessIca lanGdon

Father Harry Schneider passes out candy last Halloween on the front porch of the cathedral rectory. Halloween is a big social event in the cathedral neighborhood as hundreds of costumed children roam the 
streets. 
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StArliGht QuiltErS 
GuilD Quilt Show

Nov. 14&15, 9-6
adm. $3 Under 12 free.

Abdallah Shrine Temple, 
5300 Metcalf, Overland Park, KS.

over 100 quilts, vendors, challenge 
quilts boutique, scissor sharpener, 

bake sale.

contact J. evans, 816-590-0763

By Caitlin Thornbrugh
Special to The Leaven

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Spe-
cially trained religious teach-
ers called catechists, who 
receive almost 300 hours 

in training, will be gathering for the 
eighth annual fall meeting of the Cat-
echesis of the Good Shepherd Son-
flower Region on Nov. 1. 

The Catechesis of the Good Shep-
herd is a national teaching method 
based in Montessori-style education. 
The goal behind this ministry is “re-
ligious formation that keeps the re-
ligious needs of the child in the fore-
front,” said Diane Olsen, archdiocesan 
consultant for the Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd (CGS). 

A primary distinction of this style of 
religious education is the nature of the 
surroundings the children are learning 
in. 

“Young children, good or bad, are 
absorbing their environment — put-
ting things in their mouth, touching 
things,” said Olsen. 

CGS had this in mind when design-
ing its educational classroom. “Creat-
ing a room that is child-friendly and 
something the child can use without 
direction from adults” is the goal, said 
Olsen. 

“Everything is sized to the age of 
child in the room,” she added.

The rooms in which the children 

are taught are called atriums. Since the 
beginning of CGS in Kansas in 1990, 
the number of active atriums in Kan-
sas has grown to 35. The newest atri-
um opened last month in Rossville, just 
north of Topeka. 

The atrium can include things like 
smaller chairs and sinks closer to the 
ground, but it also has an altar area 
with small models of items like the 
chalice and crucifix. Children then 

learn the names and gestures associat-
ed with the objects. 

“The indirect aim involves the child 
more fully participating in the church,” 
said Olsen. “If they learn the names, 
the next time they go to Mass, they will 
be more engaged.”

For eight years, the Sonflower Re-
gion catechists have been meeting bi-
annually to enjoy fellowship and for-
mation with their fellow teachers. The 

meetings “help us to talk about the 
children we’re serving,” said Olsen. 

“Maybe there are some challenges 
or blessings we want to share with each 
other,” she said. “It also helps leaders 
communicate any changes being made 
at the national level.”  

The focus of the upcoming fall meet-
ing, which will run from 9 a.m. to noon 
at Our Lady’s Montessori School, 3020 
S. Seventh St., Kansas City, Kansas,  
will be on “Dignity and Discipline” in 
a Montessori classroom. The keynote 
speaker will be Lisa Broussard Ryan, 
a Montessori teacher at Raintree Ele-
mentary in Lawrence.  

The meeting will also include the 
election of new board members. Olsen 
said while there are 250 catechists on 
the mailing list, approximately 35 are 
expected to attend. But for those un-
able to attend, there are other ways to 
learn more about the program.

For more information or to get in-
volved with the Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd, go to the regional website 
at: cgsksmo.org, or contact Diane Ol-
sen directly at: dolsen@htlenexa.org. 

Part of Olsen’s work is connecting 
and encouraging new catechists. She 
hopes CGS keeps expanding in Kan-
sas. 

“This method of education has 
grown tremendously since it started 
here,” she said. “I think it’s a great gift 
for our church.”

Montessori-style catechesis teaches at child-level

At a Catechists of the Good Shepherd regional conference, Roger Helten shows catechists how to 
make materials that can be used in their atrium.

Call Toll Free  888-246-1504
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Wagner’s 
Mud-Jacking Co.
Specializing in Foundation Repairs

Mud-jacking and Waterproofing.  
Serving Lawrence, Topeka 

and surrounding areas.
Topeka (785) 233-3447   

Lawrence (785) 749-1696
In business since 1963

www.foundationrepairks.com

Want to help someone heal 

from an abortion?

Call Toll Free  888-246-1504

Pope Benedict was a ‘great 
pope,’ says Pope Francis
vatIcan cIty (cnS) — retired Pope 

benedict XvI is a perfect example of how 
intellectual knowledge and scientific cu-
riosity do not lead a person further from 
God, but can strengthen their love for 
God and for his human creatures, Pope 
Francis said. “benedict XvI was a great 
pope,” he said: “Great for the power and 
penetration of his intellect, great for his 
considerable contribution to theology, 
great for his love for the church and 
for human beings, great for his virtues 
and his religiosity.” Pope Francis praised 
his predecessor oct. 27 at a meeting 
of the Pontifical academy of Sciences. 
the academicians invited Pope Francis 
to unveil a bronze bust of Pope bene-
dict at the academy’s headquarters in 
the vatican Gardens. the pope said he 
was pleased that the statue’s face and 
particularly its eyes captured the spirit, 
intelligence and love of Pope benedict. 
“this spirit, far from crumbling with the 
passing of time, will appear greater and 
more powerful from generation to gen-
eration,” the pope predicted.

Murderer says forgiveness 
gave him ‘new life’

UdaInaGar, India (cnS) — the man 
who served a prison term for the 1995 
murder of a Franciscan clarist nun said 
that the forgiveness shown to him by 
the slain nun’s family has given him 
“new life.” Samandhar Singh told cath-
olic news Service that he experienced 
a “rebirth” during a 2002 visit by Sister 
Selmy, the younger sister of slain Sis-
ter rani maria vattalil, while he was in 
prison. Sister Selmy, also a member of 
the Franciscan clarist congregation, 
offered words of forgiveness and tied 
a rakhi, or sacred thread, on his hand, 
signifying that she accepted Singh as 
her brother, he recalled in an interview 
in his native Semlia village, near Indore 
in central madhya Pradesh state. rakhi 
is a hindu festival that celebrates love 
and duty between brothers and sisters. 
It includes a ritual whereby sisters tie 
a sacred thread on their brothers’ wrist 
symbolizing a protective relationship 
between men and women, related or un-
related. “It gave me a new life,” recalled 
the 46-year-old Singh with beaming 
eyes sitting at his farm. Singh said that 
even his wife deserted him after his con-
viction. Police said Singh stabbed Sister 
rani maria 54 times in front of more 
than 50 bus passengers in a jungle area 
near Udainagar, allegedly at the behest 
of moneylenders affected by the nun’s 
social work among village women who 
were organizing self-help groups. he 
was convicted of the murder and sen-
tenced to death, but the sentence was 
commuted to life in prison.

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
The Big Bang theory and 
evolution do not eliminate 
the existence of God, who 

remains the one who set all of creation 
into motion, Pope Francis told his own 
science academy.

And God’s existence does not con-
tradict the discoveries of science, he 
told members of the Pontifical Acade-
my of Sciences Oct. 27.

“When we read the account of cre-
ation in Genesis, we risk thinking that 
God was a magician, complete with a 
magic wand, able to do everything. But 
it is not like that,” he said. “He created 
living beings and he let them develop 
according to the internal laws that he 
gave each one, so that they would de-
velop and reach their full potential.”

God gave creation full autonomy 
while also guaranteeing his constant 
presence in nature and people’s lives, 
he said.

The beginning of the world is not 
a result of “chaos,” he said, but comes 
directly from “a supreme principle that 
creates out of love.”

“The Big Bang, which today is held 
as the beginning of the world, does not 
contradict the intervention of the divine 
creator, but requires it,” he said. “Evo-
lution in nature is not at odds with the 
notion of creation because evolution 
presupposes the creation of beings that 
evolve.”

Members of the academy, many of 
them renowned scientists and philoso-
phers, were meeting at the Vatican Oct. 
24-28 to discuss “Evolving Concepts of 
Nature.”

Science, philosophy and religion 
have all contributed to how people see 
the world, how it began and what it 
all means, said the introduction to the 
academy’s program.

Despite many scientific advances, 
many mysteries remain, said Rafael Vi-
cuna, professor of molecular genetics 
and molecular biology at the Pontifi-
cal Catholic University of Chile. While 
Charles Darwin shed light on the origin 
of species, one of the most perplexing 
questions is the actual origin of life, Vi-
cuna said.

How is it that inert, inanimate matter 
turned into something living, and how 
is it that the first living single-celled 
organisms were still so amazingly com-
plex, he asked in his talk Oct. 27.

Chemistry, biology and genetics have 
been able to identify the tiniest compo-
nents and basic building blocks of living 

organisms, but there is something more 
than just what they are made out of that 
makes them “living,” he said in an in-
terview with the Catholic newspaper, 
Avvenire.

“I can know perfectly what a cell 
is made up of, but how it works deep 
down, what really is the dynamism that 
makes it move — that is, life — I don’t 
know,” Vicuna said. “A refrigerator and 
a car are complex structures that move, 
but only with an immense amount of 
energy from the outside. Life, in its 
deepest essence, remains something 
that escapes us.”

In his talk to academy members, 
Vicuna said the laws of chemistry and 
physics “do not suffice to grasp the 
whole of life . . . that life is more than 
molecules.”

Another mystery is how everything 
in the universe, from the smallest atom-
ic particles to every galaxy, is spinning 
and orbiting, another academy member 
said.

Rudolf Muradyan, a quantum and 
mathematical physicist who also works 
in cosmology, said in his talk that spin 
“is the most important problem in our 
universe. It is the only thing that pre-
vents the universe from totally collaps-
ing.”

Without bodies rotating on an axis or 
orbiting each other, everything would 
fall: All the stars would become one 
giant black hole, the earth would crash 

into the sun and the moon would col-
lide into the earth, he said.

He said the problem with the Big 
Bang theory is it explains linear motion, 
with everything moving outward and 
expanding from one common point as 
a result of the “bang,” but it does not 
account for the rotation of celestial ob-
jects, and theories that the universe was 
“born spinning.”

Philosophy and religion have to be 
careful to not make the mistake of try-
ing to solve the mysteries in nature by 
making God “responsible for a natural 
process that escapes scientific explana-
tion,” Vicuna said.

An example of this, he said, can be 
found in the intelligent design move-
ment, which accepts that life has 
evolved over eons but asserts that it is 
so complex that its development must 
have been guided by a supreme being or 
intelligent agent.

Not only are intelligent-design pro-
ponents “denying nature’s autonomy, 
but they are also revealing some degree 
of ingenuousness, because science has 
already provided explanations for the 
development” of structures they had 
considered to be too complex to occur 
naturally, he said.

However, there is an argument for 
the “apparent design, order and pur-
pose observed in nature,” he said, which 
is not to be confused with intelligent 
design and it is the “God of the gaps.”

Pope: Evolution does not push aside God

cns photo/KeIth vanderlInde/natIonal scIence FoundatIon vIa reuters

The South Pole Telescope and the Background Imaging of Cosmic Extragalactic Polarization ex-
periment, or Biceps2, at Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station are seen against the night sky in 
this National Science Foundation picture from 2008. Researchers used the equipment to detect 
ripples in the space-time fabric that echo the massive expansion of the universe that took place 
just after the Big Bang. Pope Francis Oct. 28 told the Pontifical Academy of Sciences that the Big 
Bang theory and evolution do not eliminate the existence of God, who remains the one who set 
all of creation into motion. 



november
“First Saturdays” is a grassroots 
initiative to help reconnect area 
catholic doctors with christ and 
his church. the november pro-

gram will be held nov. 1 from 9:30 - 10:30 
a.m. at St. Michael the Archangel Par-
ish, 14251 nall, leawood. the program 
will cover a broad range of medical and 
spiritual topics related to contemporary 
issues facing catholic doctors today. For 
more information and registration, visit 
the website at: www.schooloffaith.com/
registration/cma_2014_2015.asp.

the St. anthony’s Guild of Sacred 
heart - St. Joseph Parish, tope-
ka, will host its annual bake and 
craft sale on nov. 2 from 9 a.m. 

- 4 p.m. at St. Joseph Church basement, 
227 S.W. van buren St., topeka.

the third annual All Souls’ Day concert 
at St. Michael the Archangel Church, 
143rd and nall, leawood, will be held on 
nov. 2 at 7 p.m. adults and children of the 
St. michael choir, archdiocesan choir Sur-
sum corda, and an orchestra will be per-
forming the Fauré “requiem” and music 
of Franck, Gjeilo, hampton, Parker, rutter, 
victoria and vogt. all are welcome.

St. Benedict Church, bendena, will host 
its annual turkey dinner on nov. 2 from 
11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. St. benedict church is 
located just west of bendena off highway 
20. look for the giant turkeys. the cost to 
attend is a freewill donation. there will also 
be quilt, cash, and donated item chances, 
and a country store. carryout orders will be 
available at the parish house garage.  

Mater Dei Parish, 10th and clay, topeka, 
will host its annual fall bazaar on nov. 2. 
a homemade turkey and ham dinner will 
be served from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. carryout 
dinners will be available. the cost to at-
tend is: $9 for adults; $4 for children; and 
free for children under the age of 3. there 
will also be a country store, silent auction, 
bingo, kids’ games, a book nook, cake-
walk, basket, jewelry and baked goods 
booths, raffles and much more.

holy trinity Parish, 601 e. chippewa, 
Paola, will host its fall bazaar on nov. 2. 
there will be a turkey dinner, raffle, bin-
go, cakewalk, country store, and children’s 
games. the dinner will be held from 11:30 
a.m. - 2:30 p.m. the cost to attend is $9 
for adults; $4 for children under the age of 
10. carryout meals will be available: $10 
for adults; $5 for children.

the Nativity holiday Boutique will be 
held nov. 2 from 8:30 - 2 p.m. at the 
Church of the Nativity Parish hall, 3800 
W. 119th St., leawood. the holiday shop-
ping event will feature over 30 vendors 
who specialize in handmade, art and re-
furbished and vintage items. the first 
100 shoppers will get to enjoy bagels and 
coffee. vendor proceeds will benefit na-
tivity School. For more information, send 
an email to heather bahora at: hbahora@
kc.rr.com.

Queen of the holy rosary 
Church, 22705 metcalf, bucyrus, 
will host a “33 Days to Morning 
Glory” DVD series by Father mi-

chael Gaitley in the parish center from 7 - 
8:30 p.m. each monday, beginning nov. 3 
until the consecration date on dec. 8. bring 
your own book or order a personal retreat 
packet. For more information, contact 
christi White at (913) 322-6282 or visit the 
website at: www.heavenlyart.com.

Keeler women’s Center, 2220 
central ave., Kansas city, Kansas, 
will offer a five-week group en-
titled, “Managing Grief During 

the holidays,” on nov. 5, 12, 19, dec. 3 
and 10 from 2:30 - 4 p.m. Sister loretta 
mcGuire will facilitate the group. the loss 

of a loved one is painful, and the holidays 
are a time when the bereaved may be es-
pecially aware of their losses. the group 
will help men and women address losses 
recent and in the past. to register, call 
(913) 906-8990.

a taize prayer will be held nov. 6 
at 7 p.m. in Annunciation Chap-
el on the campus of the moth-
erhouse of the Sisters of charity 

of leavenworth, 4200 S. 4th St., leav-
enworth. For more information, visit the 
website at: www.marillaccenter.org or call 
(913) 680-2342

Keeler women’s Center, 2220 central 
ave., Kansas city, Kansas, will present 
“Money Safety for Seniors,” in partner-
ship with heartland habitat for humanity 
and Wells Fargo bank, on nov. 6 from 9:30 
- 11 a.m. to register, call (913) 906-8990.

the auxiliary of St. Joseph med-
ical center is sponsoring a fund-
raising event on nov. 6 from 7 
a.m. - 4 p.m., and on nov. 7 from 

7 a.m. - 3 p.m. in the lower level atrium of 
St. Joseph Medical Center, 1000 caron-
delet, Kansas city, missouri. Items for sale 
include a wide variety of books, individual 
pieces of jewelry, nuts and candy. auxilia-
ry proceeds help support SJmc projects.

St. Michael the Archangel 
Church, 14251 nall, leawood, will 
host a “33 Days to Morning Glo-
ry” DVD series by Father michael 

Gaitley in the lower level of the church 
from 7 - 8:30 p.m. each Wednesday, be-
ginning nov. 5 until the consecration date 
on dec. 8. bring your own book or order 
a personal retreat packet. For more in-
formation, contact christi White at (913) 
322-6282 or visit the website at: www.
heavenlyart.com.

axtell Knights of columbus council 1163 
will sponsor its annual all-you-can-eat 
boiled shrimp, smoked pork chops, and 
frog legs dinner with baked potatoes, 
slaw, baked beans and rolls on nov. 8 from 
5 - 8 p.m. at the Axtell legion/Communi-
ty Building. the cost to attend for adults 
is $15 in advance, $17 at the door; $7 for 
children ages 6 - 12 in advance, $8 at the 
door. also chances will be sold to win a 
brand-new holland Wrangler grill. all pro-
ceeds will benefit St. michael School.

Good Shepherd Parish, 12800 W. 75th 
St., Shawnee, is celebrating 27 years of 
twinning with its sister community, el 
buen Pastor in el Salvador. mass will be at 
5 p.m. on nov. 8, followed by a fiesta in 
the social hall. dinner will be provided by 
Fronteras mexican restaurant. the cost to 
attend is: $7.50 per person; $6 for children 
under 10; $30 per family. dinner reserva-
tions may be sent by email to: pamstock-
man2318@gmail.com.  

the altar Society of holy Family church is 
hosting its annual chili supper and tur-
key bingo on nov. 8 at Mejak hall, 513 
ohio, Kansas city, Kansas. doors open 
at 5:30 p.m. the chili supper will be held 
from 6:15 - 7:15 p.m. bingo begins at 7:30 
p.m. the cost to attend is a $15 donation, 
which includes one bingo card, chili din-
ner, dessert, and beverages. For tickets, 
call Sandy Sachen cannon at (913) 396-
1564 or cathy Schneider at the church of-
fice at (913) 371-1561. you must be age 21 
or older to attend.

Sanctuary of hope Prayer and retreat 
Center will host its 9th annual hope 
Benefit dinner, dance and live auction 
on nov. 8 from 5:30 - 11 p.m. at the rear-
don center in Kansas city, Kansas. For in-
formation, call (913) 321-4673 or visit the 
website at: www.sanctuaryofhope.org.

are you ready for this udderly amazing 
run? the inaugural “Muddy udder 5 mile 
Pasture run,” presented by the folks that 
brought you the “running with the cows 

half marathon,” will be held nov. 8. Pro-
ceeds will benefit Queen of the holy ro-
sary School and church, Wea. For more 
information, visit the website at: www.
muddyudder.com.

View some of the most historic 
documents in the world, includ-
ing a page from one of the first 
finished copies of the Gutenberg 

bible from 1455, a copy of the magna car-
ta from 1576, a handwritten manuscript of 
the works of thomas aquinas from 1475, 
and much more at Ferrell Academic Cen-
ter on the campus of Benedictine Col-
lege, 1020 n. 2nd St., atchison. the ex-
hibit will be open nov. 8 – 14. the hours 
are mon. - Fri.: 4 - 8 p.m.; Sat.: 10 a.m. – 1 
p.m.; Sun.: 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. there is no cost 
to attend.

the little Sisters of the Poor will 
host a fall festival and spaghet-
ti dinner on nov. 9 from noon - 5 
p.m. at 8745 James a. reed rd., 

Kansas city, missouri. the day includes a 
spaghetti dinner, holiday boutique, bake 
sale, and a cash raffle. all proceeds go to 
benefit the Sisters’ home for the elderly 
poor. For more information, call (816) 761-
4744.

annunciation Parish, Frankfort, will host a 
turkey dinner with all the trimmings on 
nov. 9 from 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at the Cig-
na Center, 402 n. maple. the cost to at-
tend is $9 for adults; $4 for children ages 
10 and under. there will also be a country 
store. carryout meals will be available, 
as well as delivery in Frankfort, by calling 
(785) 292-4351 the day of the dinner or 
the parish office at (785) 292-4462 week-
day mornings.

St. Mary Church, St. benedict, will host 
its annual pancake breakfast on nov. 9 
from 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. the cost to attend 
is a freewill donation.

the St. bernard’s Women’s Guild, 
Wamego, presents the annual “Stitch 
’n’ Stuff” soup dinner and silent auc-
tion on nov. 9. the event will be held at 
the St. Bernard Parish hall, 1102 8th St., 
Wamego. lunch is served from 11 a.m. – 
2 p.m. there will also be a country store, 
quilt drawing, silent auction, kids’ games, 
and bingo. For more information or direc-
tions, call lyla bowser at (785) 456-9768.

Mother teresa of Calcutta Church, 2014 
n.W. 46th St., topeka, will host a parish 
mission nov. 9 - 11 from 7 - 8:30 p.m., fea-
turing Steve angrisano and Jenni angrisa-
no. the cost to attend is a freewill dona-
tion. this family-friendly parish mission 
is focused on developing a deeper under-
standing of faith and family and making 
faith and family a priority in today’s busy 
world. a musicians’ luncheon and work-
shop will also be held on nov. 9 from 11:30 
a.m. - 2:30 p.m. register for the workshop 
by nov. 5 by visiting the website at: www.
mtcctopeka.org.

the Christian widow and widowers or-
ganization will host a holiday luncheon 
at 1 p.m. on nov. 9 in o’Connor hall at 
most Pure heart of mary church, 17th and 
Stone, topeka. there is no cost to attend. 
For more information, call (785) 272-0055 
and leave a message.

veterans, family members and 
friends are invited to attend a 
flag-raising ceremony and trib-
ute on nov. 11 at 2 p.m. at the 

Veterans Memorial at resurrection 
Cemetery, 83rd and Quivira rd., lenexa. 
the american legion band will provide 
a patriotic musical prelude at 1:30 p.m. 
the brief ceremony will include the flag-     
raising, patriotic music, a tribute to vet-
erans, prayer, a 21-gun salute and playing 
of taps. Father James e. ludwikoski, chap-
lain, will pay tribute to veterans during the 
program. he is pastor of Good Shepherd 
Parish, Shawnee. For more information, 

call catholic cemeteries at (913) 371-
4040; send an email to: information@
cathcemks.org; or visit the website at: 
www.cathcemks.org.

the 25th anniversary of the Je-
suit martyrs of the University of 
central america will be remem-
bered with a prayer service and 

reflective presentation by mary Pimmel- 
Freeman at 7 p.m. on nov. 13 at St. Francis 
Xavier Church, 1001 e. 52nd St., Kansas 
city, missouri.

“illuminating the word: the Advent 
readings” will be held nov. 13 from 9:30 
a.m. - 3:30 p.m. at Sophia Spirituality cen-
ter, 751 S. 8th St., atchison. the day will 
be a meditative analysis of the readings 
for the Sundays of advent. For more infor-
mation or to register, call (913) 360-6151 
or visit Sophia Spirituality center’s web-
site at: www.sophiaspiritualitycenter.org.

turkey bingo, sponsored by the 
holy rosary Sodality, will be held 
at All Saints Parish hall, 815 ver-
mont, Kansas city, Kansas, on 

nov. 15. Food will be served from 5 - 6 p.m. 
the cost to attend is $9, which includes 
one card, Polish sausage and kraut sand-
wich and drink. For more Information, call 
Pat Waliczek (913) 371-4728.

Advice and Aid Pregnancy Centers, inc., 
is in need of volunteers and will be offer-
ing a volunteer informational meeting 
on nov. 15 from 7 - 9 p.m. at 11644 W. 75th 
St., Shawnee. For more information on 
volunteering in this ministry or to rSvP, 
contact mary newcomer at (913) 962-
0200 or send an email to: volunteer@      
adviceandaid.com.

St. James Academy, 24505 Prairie Star 
Pkwy., lenexa, will host its open house on 
nov. 15 from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. See the cam-
pus, meet student leaders, coaches and 
department chairs, experience the com-
munity, and learn more about St. James 
academy. For more information, visit the 
website at: www.sjakeepingfaith.org.

“western Civilization: what a 
Good idea” will be presented by 
dr. thomas noble from the Uni-
versity of notre dame on nov. 17 

at 7 p.m. in the Kansas room of the Kan-
sas union at the university of Kansas. 
this event is cosponsored by the St. law-
rence Institute for Faith and culture and 
the notre dame club of eastern Kansas. It 
is free and open to the public.  

Church of the Ascension, 9510 W. 
127th  St., overland Park, is look-
ing for unique vendors for the As-
cension Marketplace.  this year’s 

event will take place nov. 21 - 22. a vendor 
application form can be found by visiting 
the website at: www.kcascension.org and 
clicking on ascension marketplace. For 
more information, contact dawnlee maur-
er by email at: dmaurer@kcascension.org 
or call (913) 681-3348. 
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66109, attn: calendar
• Calendar notices are due 10 days before the de-
sired publication date.
• Calendar notices may only run two weeks before 
the event depending on space available. 
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Wagner’s 
Mud-Jacking Co.
Specializing in Foundation Repairs

Mud-jacking and Waterproofing.  
Serving Lawrence, Topeka 

and surrounding areas.
Topeka (785) 233-3447   

Lawrence (785) 749-1696
In business since 1963

www.foundationrepairks.com

employment
Sales professionals - We respect your many years of 
experience; we value and need your wisdom. We only 
ask if you are “coachable”? If so, catholic cemeteries of 
northeast Kansas has openings for sales trainees in our 
Johnson, shawnee and Wyandotte county area cemeter-
ies. an excellent earning of $40K to $50K+ in commission 
is legitimate income potential for the first year. training 
allowance your first 30 days, then draw + commission 
with bonus opportunities. med, life, dental, optical, pre-
scription, 401(k) plans, etc., are some of the many perks 
our employees receive. excellent opportunities for women 
and men interested in sales career and in helping people. 
advancement opportunities are available for hard-work-
ing and focused individuals. must be willing to work some 
evenings and weekends when our client families are avail-
able to see us in their homes. once you learn our formula 
for success, your schedule is determined by you. please 
email your resume and contact information to: rcarr@
cathcemks.org or fax to (913) 353-1413.

Catholic Cemeteries – Is seeking an individual for a full-
time groundskeeping position, hours monday through 
saturday. backhoe experience is a plus but not needed.  
must be a fast learner and flexible on hours.  Interested in-
dividuals should contact sharon vallejo at (913) 371-4040 
or email your resume to: svallejo@cathcemks.org.

Safe drivers - assisted transportation seeks caring and 
reliable drivers to transport K-12 students in minivans in 
the Johnson county area. drivers will start their day at 
our facility located at i-635 and metropolitan, Kansas city, 
Kansas. cdl not required. retirees encouraged to apply. 
you can apply in person at 1521 s. 45th st., Kansas city, 
Kansas, or by visiting the website at: www.assistedtrans 
portation.com. eoe.

Preschool teachers - the Goddard school, 21820 W. 
115th terr., olathe, is looking for qualified lead teachers 
and assistant teachers for children ages 6 weeks - 6 years. 
candidates should be prepared to plan and facilitate les-
sons and communicate effectively with children, families, 
co-workers and administrators. both full- and part-time 
positions are available. lead teachers should have a de-
gree in early childhood education or a related field, or a 
cda. prior experience in a child care setting is preferred. 
please forward your resume by sending an email to: 
olathe2ks@goddardschools.com. owners are parishio-
ners of ascension parish, overland park.

Financial representatives - due to the success and 
growth of the Knights of columbus, we are adding a fi-
nancial representative in the Kansas city metro, topeka, 
and Garnett - Greeley area. Ideal for a determined, high 
energy, high expectation, professional, self-disciplined, 
independent individual desiring to serve others, yet earn 
a better-than-average income. We provide top-rated fi-
nancial products to our members and their families and 
will provide excellent benefits and training. please contact 
John a. mahon, general agent, for more information or an 
interview by sending an email to: john.mahon@kofc.org, 
by phone at (785) 408-8806 or at 1275 topeka blvd., to-
peka, Ks 66612.  

servIces
Got a PC virus? Error messages? 

affordable, quick, reliable It service. call, text, or email. 
matt Karlin (816) 876-6619

mattcomputerfix@gmail.com. sacred heart parish

House and office cleaning - honest, reliable; reasonable 
rates. Johnson and surrounding counties. parishioner of 
Good shepherd church. references available. call (913) 
544-6982.

Looking for homes – to clean in the Joco/Wyco area. my 
son attends st. James academy and I have been in the st. 
Joseph parish for 15 years. please call marcia at (913) 707-
7166 for free estimate.  

Fire & water damage restoration - Framing, insulation, 
painting, and mold treatment. lead safe certified; insured. 
serving Wyandotte and Johnson counties for 25 years. call 
Jerry at (913) 631-5241.

Bankruptcy consultation - If debts are overwhelming 
you, seek hope and help from compassionate, experienced 
catholic attorney, teresa Kidd. For a free consultation, call 
(913) 422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@kc.rr.com; or vis-
it the website at: www.teresakiddlawyer.com. We moved! 
come check out our new office in lenexa. 

Complete plumbing and bath
master plumber for your entire home. painting, tile install, 

bath remodeling. onyx collection distributor.
serving Johnson county for 20 years.

member ascension parish; call mike at (913) 488-4930.

For QuickBooks Help
call ann evans
(913) 406-9778

member of curé of ars parish

Mike Hammer local moving - a full-service mover. pack-
ing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage container 
load/unload, and in-home moving. no job too small. serv-
ing Joco since 1987. st. Joseph, shawnee, parishioner. call 
mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an email to: mike@mike 
hammermoving.com. 

Spanish and French tutoring/lessons – available. For 
more information, please call Kathleen at (913) 206-2151 
or send an email to: Klmamuric@yahoo.com.

Masonry work - Quality new or repair work. brick, block 
and chimney/fireplace repair. Insured; second-generation 
bricklayer. member of st. paul parish, olathe. call (913) 
829-4336.

Tim the Handyman - small jobs, faucets, garbage dispos-
als, toilets, ceiling fans, light fixtures, painting, wall ceiling 
repair, wood rot, siding, decks, doors, windows, and gutter 
cleaning. call (913) 526-1844.

Electrician - Free estimates; reasonable rates. Joco and 
south Kc metro. call pat at  (913) 963-9896.

Agua Fina Irrigation and Landscape 
the one-stop location for your project! 

landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
cleanup and grading services 

It’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

Garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. replace bro-
ken springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry 
and patio doors, and more. over 32 years of experience. 
call (913) 227-4902.

Tree service - pruning trees for optimal growth and beau-
ty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. Free 
consultation and bid. safe, insured, professional. cristofer 
estrada, Green solutions of Kc, (913) 378-5872. www.
GreensolutionsKc.com.

home Improvement
STA (Sure Thing Always) Home Repair - basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. Free estimates. call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. member of 
holy trinity, lenexa.

Home improvements - thank you to all my customers 
for being patient as I underwent a life-saving liver trans-
plant. If there is new work or warranty work, please don’t 
hesitate to call. We do windows, siding, doors, decks, ex-
terior painting and wood rot. there is no job too big or 
too small. call Joshua doherty at (913) 709-7230.

House painting
Interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 

power washing, fences, decks. 
30 years experience. references. reasonable rates. 

call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

Heating and cooling repair and replacement - call Joe 
with Jb design and service. licensed and insured with 
20 years experience. member of divine mercy parish. 
call Joe at (913) 915-6887. 

DRC Construction
We’ll get the job done right the first time.

Windows - doors - decks – siding
repair or replace, we will work with you to solve your 
problems. choose us for any window, door, siding or deck 

project and you’ll be glad you did. 
everything is guaranteed 100%

(913) 461-4052  www.windowservicesoverlandpark.com
drcconswindows@gmail.com

Local handyman and lawn care - mowing, painting, 
wood rot, power washing, staining, gutter cleaning, hon-
ey-do list, hvac and windows. Free estimates. member 
of holy angels parish, basehor. call billy at (913) 927-4118.

Detail construction and remodeling - We offer a full 
line of home remodeling services. Don’t move — re-
model! Johnson county area. call for a free quote. (913) 
709-8401. 

Custom countertops - laminates installed within 5 
days. cambria, granite, and solid surface. competitive 
prices, dependable work. call the top shop, Inc., at (913) 
962-5058. members of st. Joseph, shawnee.

EL SOL y LA  TIERRA
*commercial & residential 

* lawn renovation *mowing
* clean-up and hauling

* dirt grading/installation
* landscape design

* Free estimates
Hablamos y escribimos Ingles!!

call lupe at (816) 252-3376

The Drywall Doctor, Inc. - a unique solution to your dry-
wall problems! We fix all types of ceiling and wall damage 
— from water stains and stress cracks to texture repairs 
and skim coating. We provide professional, timely repairs 
and leave the job site clean! lead-certified and insured! 
serving the metro since 1997. call (913) 768-6655. 

Concrete construction - tear out and replace 
stamped, stained or colored patios and drives. retaining 
walls, footings, poured-in-place safe rooms, excavation 

and hauling. asphalt drives and lots. Fully insured; 
references. call dan at (913) 207-4371 or send an email 

to: dandeeconst@aol.com.

Swalms Organizing and Downsizing Service - Reduc-
ing Clutter - Enjoy an Organized Home! basement, 
garage, attic, shop, storage rooms - any room organized!  
belongings sorted, boxed and labeled, items hauled or 
taken for recycling, trash bagged. For before and after 
photos, visit: www.swalmsorganizing.com. over 20 
years of organizing experience; insured. call tillar at 
(913) 375-9115.

NELSON CREATIONS L.L.C.
home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all inte-
rior and exterior work. Family owned and operated; over 
25 years experience. licensed and insured; commercial 

and residential. Kirk and diane nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

Adept Home Improvements
Where quality still counts!

basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

electrical and plumbing,
licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

careGIvInG
Caregiving - cna provides tlc for the elderly in the privacy 
of their residence. 24-hour or hourly care available. 20 years 
experience. excellent references. call (816) 806-8104.

Caregiving - superior personalized care. this ad is to all the 
families that have loved ones in hospice care and are at 
home. I feel your pain. I am here to help. I am a retired nurse 
now holding a cna license. I can come and stay for as many 
hours as you need me. If you are using an agency, I could 
apply at the agency so they could absorb most of my salary. 
you just have to refer me to the agency. stop and call now at 
(913) 384-2119. excellent current references. 

Looking for high quality home care? - Whether you’re 
looking to introduce care for your family or simply looking 
to improve your current home care quality, we can help. 
our unique approach to home care has earned us a 99% 
client satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus families 
we have assisted. We are family-owned, with offices in 
lenexa and lawrence. call Benefits of Home - Senior 
Care, lenexa: (913) 422-1591 or lawrence: (785) 727-1816 
or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

Caregiving - We provide personal assistance, com-
panionship, care management, and transportation to 
the elderly and disabled in home, assisted living and 
nursing facilities. We also provide respite care for main 
caregivers needing some personal time. call Daughters 
& Company at (913) 341-2500 and speak with laurie, 
debbie or Gary.

Caregiver - nursing/companion. I can provide the medi-
cal care and household management experience. live-in 
considered. nights or weekends, hourly. 30 years experi-
ence. call (913) 579-5276.

Wanted to buy
ANTIQuES WANTED - I buy older wrist- and pocket watch-
es, silverware, antique toy banks, crock jugs, postcards 
and photographs, babe ruth autographs, pharmaceutical 
drug store soda fountain and military items. call (913) 
642-8269 or (913) 593-7507.

Wanted to buy - antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
renee maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

st. Joseph parish, shawnee

Will buy firearms and related accessories - one or a 
whole collection. honest evaluation and top prices paid. 
contact tom at (913) 238-2473. member of sacred heart 
parish, shawnee. 

For sale
For sale - at resurrection cemetery, two easements in 
mausoleum. Today’s selling price is $12,000; offering this 
space for $9,000. contact a. Kelly at (913) 649-9691.

Max’s rosaries - custom-made locally for all occasions – 
first communion, confirmation, baptism, graduation. ro-
sary bracelets and beaded earrings too! I also do repairs. 
member of the church of the ascension, overland park. 
call (913) 400-3236.

Residential lifts - buy/sell/trade. stair lifts, porch lifts, 
ceiling lifts and elevators. recycled and new equipment. 
member of st. michael the archangel parish, leawood. 
call silver cross Kc at (913) 327-5557. 

For rent
House for rent - long street In shawnee, close to st. Jo-
seph church. 1 entry level bedroom, 1 large loft bedroom. 
Kitchen with dishwasher. house recently remodeled, 
basement, garage with opener, large yard, very quiet, se-
cure neighborhood. no smoking/no pets. please call (913) 
238-2470. serious interest only. owner is member of sa-
cred heart parish, shawnee.

vacatIon
2015 spring break resort condo - close to all orlando 
attractions, including disney World, universal studios, and 
sea World. march 14-21, 2015. 2 br sleeps 8, full kitchen, 
pool, lake, family-oriented. Golf/shopping nearby. $880 for 
the week. call (816) 716-4676.

real estate
Wanted to buy: I need houses! I buy them as is, with no 
repairs. You can even leave behind what you don’t want. 
We buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. all 
sales are cash with no strings attached. please call mark 
edmondson at (913) 980-4905. holy trinity parish mem-
ber.  

mIscellaneous
Our Lady of Hope. catholics with an anglican 

and methodist heritage. Formal and friendly. visitors wel-
come.  mass saturdays at 4 p.m., st. therese little Flower, 
5814 euclid, Kansas city, mo. Fulfills sunday obligation. 
Father ernie davis. dr. bruce prince-Joseph, organist. For 
more information, send an email to:  frernie3@gmail.com 
or call (816) 729-6776. 

Holiday fair - Get a start on your holiday shopping at our 
annual holiday fair. nov. 7 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. lakeview 
village, 9100 park st., lenexa. over 35 vendors. Free ad-
mission. everyone welcome!
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Buying a classified: cost to advertise 
is: $18.50 for five lines or less; $1.50 each 
additional line; email:  julie@theleaven.com; 
phone: (913) 647-0327

Center Stage P hotography

www.centerstagephotos.net    913.271.0703

Want to help someone heal 
from an abortion?

Call Toll Free  888-246-1504
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We have 
been 
invited to 

reflect on ten themes 
in preparation for 
the World Meeting of Fami-
lies next September in Phila-
delphia (www.worldmeeting 
2015.org).

 The preparatory cat-
echesis for this event, “Love 
Is Our Mission: The Family 
Fully Alive,” is the source of 
these themes, which we are 
invited to explore. The first 
theme, “Created for Joy,” ex-
amines the need to look to 
Jesus who reveals who God 
is and who we are called to 

be as persons made in the 
image and likeness of God.

 We were created for rela-
tionship: We need God and 
each other. We need some-
body to love, and someone 
to love us. To be who we are 

created to be, we must give 
ourselves to our neighbors, 
“through a sincere gift of 
self.”

We all know how easy it 
is to be turned inward. Some 
days it is easy to be there for 
our spouse or our children. 
However, there are so many 
days when we are tired, 
overburdened and over-
whelmed by life that being 
there for another is really 
challenging.

In the month of No-
vember, we are called to 
meditate on the life and the 
words of Our Lord Jesus. As 
I write this, I realize that for 
most of us our response is: 
I don’t have much time to 
pray or meditate. What must 

I do? I suggest two things. 
We have all been invited 

by our archbishop to expe-
rience the Marian consecra-
tion to Jesus through Mary, 
using the book: “33 Days to 
Morning Glory.” This period 
of consecration begins Nov. 
4 and ends on Dec. 8. Each 
day has a brief reading from 
the writings of a saint. We 
are invited to ponder in our 
hearts through the course 
of our day how our mother, 
Mary, will help us to turn 
our lives over to her son, 
Jesus, so that we may be 
a better spouse, parent or 
family member.

The second way is to 
read and ponder a short 
Gospel passage each day. 

In the way of Mary, we can 
hold and ponder the way in 
which Jesus was a sincere 
gift of self to others and 
us. He will teach us how 
to be a healing presence in 
our families and marriages. 
We will understand that he 
loves us, not because of our 
achievements, and despite 
our failures. 

If we understand and ex-
perience that unconditional 
love in our hearts, it pro-
vides the grace that helps us 
to love those in our family 
in the same way. So simple: 
a short reading, held in your 
heart during the day to help 
you find the JOY for which 
you were created. 

Why not try it?!

two simple ways to grow closer to god this month

sad state of affairs is no excuse for not voting

They say 
knowledge 
is power. 

How strange then that in an 
era of unprecedented access 
to political information — 24- 
hour news channels, iPhones 
with news apps, journalists 
live-tweeting committee 
hearings, politicians’ Facebook 
pages — the country’s political 
class feels more disconnected 
from, and unaccountable to, 
ordinary people than ever.

Dissertations have been 
written on voter apathy, and 
the phenomenon is certainly 
nothing new. However, there 
are developments of recent 
vintage that have made voting 
seem ever more futile.

It was no accident that the 
legislative branch of the fed-
eral government was estab-

lished in Article I of the U.S. 
Constitution. Congress was 
to be the first among coequal 
branches, yet the lawmaking 
branch of government has 
ceded more and more of its 
decision-making responsibil-
ity to the third and “fourth” 
branches of government.

The third and supposedly 

nonpolitical branch of govern-
ment — the judiciary — has 
in the last 40 years asserted 
the right to decide the most 
important political questions 
facing the nation. 

In Roe v. Wade, the Su-
preme Court took the abor-
tion issue out of the hands of 
the democratic process and 
decided the matter for itself, 
sidelining Congress, state 
legislatures, presidents and 
governors. 

Today, federal courts across 
the country are striking down 
marriage laws overwhelming-
ly approved by state legis-
latures and voter initiatives. 
Kansas’ marriage amendment, 
approved by 70 percent of the 
voters, may soon be over-
turned by two guys in Colora-
do wearing robes.

The Constitution estab-
lished no fourth branch of 

government, but that has 
not stopped Congress from 
forfeiting power to it as well. 
Government agencies — aka 
“the bureaucracy” — are 
staffed by people who are 
not elected and who operate 
largely outside of the lime-
light. Yet they are making 
more of the important deci-
sions than ever.

For the past three years, 
the federal government has 
assaulted the conscience 
rights of Catholics and 
others through the HHS 
contraception/sterilization/     
abortion-inducing-drug 
mandate. Yet Congress — 
the federal government’s 
lawmaking body — did not 
vote on and pass the HHS 
mandate. Rather, Congress 
passed a health care law 
which included language au-
thorizing the Department of 

Health and Human Services 
to provide for “preventive 
care.”  It was left to the bu-
reaucrats to decide to punish 
the Little Sisters of the Poor 
and Hobby Lobby.

This sad state of affairs 
is no excuse for not voting, 
however. Officials working in 
the bureaucracy are ultimately 
answerable to someone elect-
ed, and judges are appointed 
and confirmed by elected 
officials. Kansas’ governor 
recently appointed a justice 
to the Kansas Supreme Court, 
and the U.S. senators from 
Kansas will vote on whether 
to confirm federal judgeships, 
including perhaps a nomina-
tion to the closely divided U.S. 
Supreme Court.

In the end, “the govern-
ment” is answerable to you, 
dear reader. But only if you 
show up on Nov. 4. 

FAMILy MATTERS

deacon 
tony ZImmerman
deacon tony Zimmerman is the lead 
archdiocesan consultant for the 
office of marriage and family life.

CHuRCH AND STATE

michael
schuttloFFel
michael schuttloffel is the 
executive director of the 
Kansas catholic conference.

Concrete Work
Any type of repair and new work

Driveways, Walks, Patios
Member of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish

Harvey M. Kascht (913) 262-1555

Halloween con-
jures up images of 
ghosts and gob-
lins, skeletons and 

vampires. 
This popular holiday, 

laced with themes of death, 
traces its origins to the Celt-
ic observance of Samhain, 
a day during the waning of 
the year when the dead were 
believed to visit the living. 

In an effort to replace this 
pagan observance with Chris-
tian practices, the church 
instituted the feasts of All 
Saints and All Souls, when we 
commemorate the faithful de-
parted. We honor the saints in 
heaven and pray for the dead 
to attain eternal rest. 

This Sunday we observe 
All Souls’ Day, when in par-
ticular we pray for the dead, 
although every Mass we 
celebrate contains a com-
memoration of the faithful 
departed in the eucharistic 
prayer. We inherited the 
practice of praying for the 

dead from our Jewish broth-
ers and sisters, along with 
other customs and traditions. 
The reading from 2 Mc 12: 
43-46 attests to the practice 
of praying for the dead.  It is 
one of seven possibilities for 
Sunday’s first reading, so you 
may hear it, or another read-
ing, at Mass this Sunday. In 
any case, it sheds much light 
on this ancient practice.

Eventually, the doctrine 
of purgatory developed in 
order to explain the practice 
of praying for the dead. This 

follows the principle of “lex 
orandi, lex credendi,” or “the 
law of prayer is the law of 
faith.” In other words, as we 
pray, so also we believe. This 
saying illustrates the close 
connection between worship 
and doctrine.

Significantly, while the 
passage from 2 Maccabees 
lays the groundwork for the 
doctrine of purgatory, it very 
explicitly states a belief in 
the resurrection of the dead 
in explaining prayer for the 
dead: “In doing this he acted 
in a very excellent and noble 
way, inasmuch as he had 
the resurrection of the dead 
in view; for if he were not 
expecting the fallen to rise 
again, it would have been 
useless and foolish to pray 
for them in death.”

If God has forgiven their 
sins, why is it still neces-
sary to pray for the dead? 
Certainly, God’s forgiveness 
provides the first step toward 
heaven. At the same time, if 

we think of sin as a spiritu-
al wound to the soul, then 
God’s grace needs some 
time to work its healing. The 
Catechism of the Catholic 
Church explains:

“All who die in God’s 
grace and friendship, but 
still imperfectly purified, are 
indeed assured of their eter-
nal salvation; but after death 
they undergo purification, 
so as to achieve the holiness 
necessary to enter the joy of 
heaven” (CCC, 1030).

The church calls this 
process of purification 
“purgatory.” In the past, we 
sometimes have thought 
of purgatory as a kind of 
torture chamber. Echoing 
Pope Francis’ image of the 
church as a field hospital, I 
prefer to picture purgatory 
as God’s hospital for wound-
ed souls, where God’s grace 
can heal them, so that they 
might enjoy heaven fully and 
completely. The healing con-
tinues beyond the grave.

OK, let’s see: 60 mi-
nus 23 equals 36.

Ever since I was 
a kid, I remember 

doing this special subtrac-
tion math. Now, you might 
think that my answer of 36 
is incorrect. You would be 
wrong to assume that. This 
special math is something 
that I did whenever my folks 
and I visited the cemetery. 
For some reason, I was al-
ways curious about how old 
relatives and friends were 
when they died.

The example above is one 
that was always sobering 
for me. I had a wonderful 
Aunt Bernice, who married 
my Uncle George Modrcin, 
known popularly as Fuzzy. 
She was born on April 11, 
1923, and died on April 9, 
1960, just a couple of days 
shy of what would have 
been her 37th birthday. 
That’s why my opening 
math is correct.

My thoughts turn to 
loved ones who have died as 
we enter the month of No-
vember, a time set aside by 
the church for this purpose. 
It’s comforting for me to 
know that the dead are nev-
er forgotten in the church. 

Your parish bulletin each 
week lists Mass intentions 
across from the times of the 
Masses. While those are the 
people that the celebrant 
remembers in his prayers, 
every Mass contains a 
prayer for the dead, such as 
this one from Eucharistic 
Prayer 3: “To our departed 
brothers and sisters and to 
all who were pleasing to you 
at their passing from this 
life, give kind admittance to 
your kingdom.”

The older I’ve gotten, 
the more significant those 
dates of birth and death 
have become. As a kid, I 
really didn’t understand 
how young my Aunt Bernice 
was when she died. Now, I 

do. I believe that the faithful 
departed remind us to make 
the most of our time here 
on earth, to appreciate and 
cherish and live fully each 
day that the Lord gives us. 

Check out this odd story 
by Rex Huppke that origi-
nally appeared in the Chica-
go Trib in 2006:

Dave Davila, 24, took a 
job in Chicago and had to 
leave his close-knit family 
in East Moline, Illinois. But 
family gatherings weren’t 
the same without Dave. So 
his mother took a digital 
photo of Dave, had it blown 
up to his actual height of 5 
feet 8 inches, and mounted 
it on heavy cardboard.

At first, Flat Dave just 
showed up and stood 
quietly by at family gath-
erings. Then word spread 
throughout the community, 
and he became something of 
a celebrity in East Moline. 
“Complete strangers want 
to pose with him,” said his 
brother Dan. “I think Flat 
Dave’s actually better look-
ing than Dave.”

Sometimes things get 
somewhat awkward for 
the real Dave — the one 
the family now calls Thick 

Dave. “I’m in Chicago 
talking to my mom on the 
phone and she says, ‘Hold 
on, I’ve got to load you in 
the van.’ It’s a little weird.” 
(Adapted from “1001 Illus-
trations That Connect,” 
by Craig Brian Larson and 
Phyllis Ten Elshof, general 
editors.)

Don’t we, the living, have 
a tendency to become “flat,” 
to be no more than a card-
board cutout, to overlook or 
simply take for granted the 
beauty to be found in each 
day of our lives? Let’s be 
conscious, especially during 
November, of the gift of 
being alive. 

If possible this month, 
visit a cemetery where your 
relatives and friends are 
buried. Pray for the happy 
repose of their souls and 
decorate their graves with 
flowers. 

And don’t forget to do 
that special subtraction 
math. It will help you to “C 
sharp” — to appreciate life 
for the miracle that it is — 
guaranteeing that you’ll live 
your days fully and grateful-
ly and rarely again “B flat.” 
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POPE FRANCIS
Pope Francis called for abolition of the death 

penalty as well as life imprisonment, and de-
nounced what he called a “penal populism” that 
promises to solve society’s problems by punishing 
crime instead of pursuing social justice. “It is im-
possible to imagine that states today cannot make 
use of another means than capital punishment to 
defend peoples’ lives from an unjust aggressor,” 

the pope said oct. 23 in a meeting with represen-
tatives of the International association of Penal 
law. “all christians and people of good will are 
thus called today to struggle not only for abolition 
of the death penalty, whether it be legal or illegal 
and in all its forms, but also to improve prison con-
ditions, out of respect for the human dignity of per-
sons deprived of their liberty.” the pope noted that 
the vatican recently eliminated life imprisonment 
from its own penal code. according to the cate-

chism of the catholic church, cited by Pope Francis 
in his talk, “the traditional teaching of the church 
does not exclude recourse to the death penalty, if 
this is the only possible way of effectively defend-
ing human lives against the unjust aggressor,” but 
modern advances in protecting society from dan-
gerous criminals mean that “cases in which the ex-
ecution of the offender is an absolute necessity are 
very rare, if not practically nonexistent.”

— CNS

C sharp and you won’t b flat
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K
ANSAS CITY, Kan. — 
The cover of Deacon 
Gerard Alba’s ordination 
program has an illustra-
tion he drew himself.

It’s Christ’s crown 
of thorns. Don’t think that it’s merely a 
piece of Catholic boilerplate art. 

The crown of thorns is a symbol with 
deep personal meaning for Deacon Alba. 
It speaks of a decisive moment in his dis-
cernment of a vocation to the priesthood 
— a sometimes challenging and painful 
process.

Deacon Alba is the oldest of the four 
children of Gerry and Grace Alba, both 
registered nurses at Truman Medical 
Center in Kansas City, Missouri.

The family was from the Philippines. 
Deacon Alba was born in IIoilo City, on 
Panay Island. The Albas, like most Fili-
pinos, were Catholic — and devoutly so. 

His father attended a minor seminary 
and even entered a Trappist monastery 
before leaving and marrying. His moth-
er had a special devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.

 “My grandmother died when my 
mother was five years old,” said Deacon 
Alba. “She told my mother on her death 
bed, ‘I’m not going to be around. So, 
when you need help, go to Mary. She’ll 
always help you.’”

A big change came for the Alba fam-
ily in 1992, when the future priest was 
10 years old: They moved to the United 
States.

“There are not many opportunities in 
the Philippines, so a lot of Filipinos leave 
the country,” he said. “Most families who 
are upper middle class have one or both 
parents working abroad and send mon-
ey home. When I was five years old, [my 
father went] to the United States. When 
I was 10, he was able to bring the whole 
family over.”

It was a huge cultural adjustment and, 
for the first time, Deacon Alba began 
to question his faith. After three years 
in Long Branch, New Jersey, the Albas 
moved to Kansas, settling in Overland 
Park and joining Church of the Ascen-
sion Parish. 

During his junior year at Blue Valley 
Northeast High School, he had a pro-
found experience during a youth group 
spring break trip, and had a “deeply per-
sonal encounter with Christ.”

After he graduated from high school 
in 2000, he entered the University of 
Kansas to study architecture. While his 
friends were seeking professionally ori-
ented internships, Deacon Alba worked 
at Camp Tekakwitha.

“I realized that I was falling more in 
love with Christ and wanted to know 
more about him,” he said. “It’s what I re-
ally wanted to do.”

He learned about Benedictine College 
in Atchison from his friends at camp, so 
he transferred there his junior year and 
graduated in 2004 with a bachelor of arts 
in theology with an emphasis in youth 
ministry and a minor in philosophy.

Another major turning point came 
during spring of 2004, before gradua-
tion. He went on a pilgrimage to Rome, 
making a stop on the way to the family 
home — now a shrine — of St. Catherine 
of Siena.

He saw two frescos: One depicted 
the mystical marriage of St. Catherine to 
Christ, with the saint receiving a ring.

“When I saw that, I said [to myself], 
‘That’s what I want more than anything: 
to have a relationship with Christ in this 
way,” he said.

On the opposite wall was St. Cather-
ine being offered two crowns  — a jew-
eled crown of glory or a crown of thorns 
for a life of suffering. St. Catherine chose 
the thorns.

“I knew somehow that those two 
were connected,” said Deacon Alba. “I 
knew when she accepted this ring and 
marriage of Christ, it meant also receiv-
ing a crown of thorns. And somehow my 
heart wanted that. I wanted that more 
than anything.”

He thought he might go into religious 
life and even visited the Apostles of the 
Interior Life in Rome, but felt no desire 
to move forward. 

After he returned home, however, Fa-
ther Brian Schieber (then archdiocesan 
vocations director) asked, “Are you still 
interested in the priesthood?” Deacon 
Alba said yes. Father Schieber promised 
to send him some information.

“I thought, ‘There’s no rush,’” he said. 
“Seminary doesn’t start until next fall. I 
might take this job [in youth ministry] 
and see where the Lord leads me.”

PERSONALLy SPEAKING
Name: deacon Gerard vincent Paul 
berdin alba
Age: 33
Born: Iloilo city, republic of the Phil-
ippines
raised: Philippines, new Jersey and 
overland Park 
Parents: Gerry and Grace
Siblings: Gracielle, Giselle and Greg
Current home Parish: holy trinity, 
lenexa (parish assignment)
Favorite tV show: “downton ab-
bey,” “Suits”
Favorite social networking tool: In-
stagram
Favorite musical group/person: 
beatles
the most inspirational Christians 
i’ve met: the poor
Favorite saint and why: St. thérèse; 
she continually teaches me how to 
love with great ease, deep joy, and 
with magnanimity.
Favorite devotion and why: “an-
ima christi,” because it draws me 
intimately with the person of Jesus 
christ, in his saving, healing passion, 
and in the holy eucharist.
Books now reading: “my Sister 
Saint thérèse,” “Unbound,” “the 
book thief”
Favorite food: mama’s cooking, Fili-
pino and asian/mediterranean food
Favorite childhood toy: legos and 
matchbox cars
Best job i’ve ever had: Seminarian
worst job i’ve ever had: Seminarian
hobbies/things i like to do: I love 
people and I love stories.  I enjoy 
great conversations, a good book, 
show, great music, movie/tv.  I love 
adventures.  I love to travel, explore, 
play, and eat really good food.  I also 
love to draw/paint, see great works 
of art and architecture.  I love de-
sign and new technology, but I also 
love old things, especially learning 
about their story and seeing how 
they changed, and how old machines 
worked. I like to tinker. I like to pon-
der, ask questions. 
if i were missionary sent to a far-
away place, i’d be sure to bring my 
trusty: sketchbook and lots and lots 
of really nice pens.
Qualities i admire in priests i know: 
those who are deeply in love with 
Jesus and you can taste it — priests 
whom you get a sense that all flows 
from their own prayer life and can 
sense their love for our eucharistic 
lord.  those who really live up to 
their title of “Father.”  those who are 
not afraid of getting dirty — either 
playing with the kids at recess, or 
pulling up their sleeves to fix a bath-
room leak.  those who live their life 
with great holiness and integrity to 
where they can say as St. Paul did, 
“If you want to be like christ, imitate 
me.”   
Best advice i received: listen.
My advice for someone seeking 
their vocation: listen. Spend time 
with the lord every day and get to 
know his voice within your heart; pay 
attention to how he speaks to you in 
the small things.
what i’m looking forward to as a 
priest: everything! my heart is full 
right now! I am excited to celebrate 
the sacraments for the people of God, 
to celebrate mass every day, to offer 
healing and forgiveness through rec-
onciliation and anointing of the sick.  
I am excited to be an instrument for 
the lord.

Crown of thorns led to priestly vocation
falling in love with christ

leaven photo by susan mcspadden

Deacon Gerard Alba distributes Communion at his ordination as a transitional deacon in May. He 
will be ordained a priest for the archdiocese on Nov. 15.

courtesy oF Gerard alba

In addition to being a man of God, Deacon Ge-
rard Alba is also a talented artist. He shares 
much of his artwork on his Instagram account 
— @albascope.

>> See “DEACoN” on page 5


